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Building faith - filled relationships with God, one another, and the world.  

The Fisherman's Wife with  
Her Two Children after a Swim  
 
Virginie Demont -Breton, 1881.   
In the public domain.  
 
The Baptism of the Lord is  
celebrated on January 10.  This 
image is a simple image of a 
mother with her children.  It is at 
the same time an i nvitation to 
consider the love of God, who 
picks us up and carries us from 
the water.  Our baptism is not 
im mersion into a doctrine but an  
invitation to deepen our  
relationship with the One who 
picks us up and dries us off and 
carries  us forward.  
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On the Journey 

T he change of the year often 
prompts reflection on the year past 
and the year ahead.  This particular 

change of calendar ushers in a new year 
with a farewell to Charleen Civiello as our 
Ministry Suppport Assistant and a hello to 
Kathy Nelson, who will step into that role 
as January begins. 

Charleen came to work in our front of-
fice as a volunteer, and when the way be-
came clear to move forward with that part-
time position we were fortunate to have her 
wish to continue along with us.  Charleen is 
a people person.  That is evident in her 
ministry as a deacon and obvious to anyone 
lucky enough to count her as a friend or ac-
quaintance.  Charleen has been our face to 
the world during her work at the front 
desk.  It is her friendly voice that one most 
often hears when calling the church offices 
and her friendly face that greets the wide 
variety of folks who come to our church 
building for so many reasons throughout 
the week. 

In mid-November Charleen shared with 
us that she wanted to work through the end 
of the year and then retire.  She will remain 
active within the congregation.  But as you 
can imagine, the pull of a new great-
grandchild, the tug of caring for an aging 
parent, the wish to be a bit less tied down 
and the opportunity to care for Michael all 
combined to say it was time.  And of 
course there is a bit of stress as well in a 
position like the one Charleen filled so well. 

Many people are not aware of the strong 
currents that push up against the church 
staff—particularly the support staff—week 
after week.  The phone keeps ringing, the 
production keeps coming, the people keep 
showing up, and there is always something 
else to be done that just can’t seem to wait.  

In the midst of this 
Charleen has really 
been a blessing, 
and we are suppor-
tive of her wish to 
begin her new year 
in a new way.  
Thank you, Char-
leen, so much, and 
Happy New Year 
to you! 

Of course Charleen’s imminent depar-
ture meant that the clock was ticking.  So 
off we went to scout around and see if we 
might find someone just right for this posi-
tion.  Not identical with Charleen—you 
never replace people.  But someone new 
because there are always folks whom you 
may have never met but who are, perhaps, 
just right. 

Thus we say Happy New Year to Kathy 
Nelson, whom we have hired to fill this po-
sition.  Kathy will overlap with Charleen for 
a week before stepping into that role of 
Ministry Support Assistant ( 18 hours a 
week, just as before).   In the course of hir-
ing Kathy, we worked with a network of 
folks, listened to their suggestions, and—
having reviewed resumes and held inter-
views and checked references—we felt very 
fortunate to anticipate working with Kathy.  
I asked Duncan and Kathy Bilderback to 
put down on paper their thoughts about 
why Kathy Nelson would be a good addi-
tion for us.  I want to share their thoughts, 
which came to me in a memo called, “Why 
Kathy is a Good Choice.” 

1.  She presented herself as someone 
who can work well with a variety of person-
alities.  She seems to be flexible and non-
abrasive and she sees the value of each per-
son fulfilling his or her part for the whole.  
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She seems like she will be a good team 
member. 

2.  She comes with broad skills, in-
cluding data entry and design as well as 
bookkeeping experience and podcasting, 
and with several years of experience us-
ing them working in office settings. 

3.  She shared that she is organized 
and detail-oriented, and her experience 
shows that she needed to have both to 
perform her recent jobs. 

4.  She has energy, is pleasant to talk 
with, and seems to enjoy life. 

Now, of course, we add to our con-
fusion by having a Michael and Mike, a 
JoAnn and a Joanna, and a Kathy and a 
Kathy on our staff.  Perhaps Spence and 
Duncan and I should consider adopting 
a single name that we could share! 

I hope you will get to know Kathy 
Nelson in the coming weeks.  Please 
bear with her as she becomes familiar 
with our process and people.  And for 
those interested in bit more personal an-
gle: just ask her about Ireland—and be 
prepared to listen for a while, because it 
is a place that has a powerful tug upon 
Kathy and her husband. 

The new year always brings change.  
I am grateful for Charleen’s work and 
hope the new year brings her great 
blessings.  And I am really looking for-
ward to working with Kathy Nelson as 
we move on with the ministry and mis-
sion of First Presbyterian Church. 

Blessings and peace, 
 

Mark  

 
 

 

 
 

Staff                   call 345-3441 
 
Mark T. Davis, Lead Minister 
 ext. 112, mark@first-presbyterian.org 
Joanna Dunn, Minister of Christian 

Formation 
 ext. 119, joannad@first-presbyterian.
org 
JoAnn Thiry, Minister of Pastoral Care 

and Congregational Life 
 ext. 118, joann@first-presbyterian.org 
Michael Civiello, Director of Music 
  ext. 113, michael@first-presbyterian.
org  
Duncan Filson, Ministry Staff Support 
  ext. 110, duncan@first-presbyterian.
org 
Kathy Nelson, Staff Support 
  ext. 122 [e-mail address net yet set] 
Kathy Bilderback, Bookkeeper 
  ext. 111, kathy@first-presbyterian.org 
Mike Sanders, Facility Manager 
 ext. 114, mike@first-presbyterian.org 
Spence Stout, Facility Assistant 
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Are You Making New Year’s 
Resolutions?  
 

Here we are again, at that time of year 
when we think about the “new year.”  We 
look back at the last year while looking 
ahead to this coming year and consider 
what in our lives we want to change; what 
we want to stop doing, what we want to 
start doing, what we want to do differently.  
It is, after all, the beginning of a new year, 
an opportunity for a new beginning. 

In researching New Year’s resolutions, I 
was not surprised but a bit disappointed in 
what I found.  The top 10 most popular 
New Year’s resolutions I found are: 1) 
spend more time with family and friends; 2) 
make time for exercise; 3) lose weight; 4) 
give up a habit (smoking, drinking, etc.); 5) 
less stress, enjoy life more; 6) get out of 
debt; 7) learn something new;  8) help oth-
ers; 9) get organized; 10) buy a house or 
move. 

Given the state of the world in which 
we live, I was actually looking for stats that 
included those who resolve to pray more, 
to focus more on their relationship with 
God in the coming year.  In all of the sur-
veys I could find to read, not one included 
“pray more.”  That isn’t to say that no one 
makes that promise to him- or herself, it 
just isn’t in a significant enough number to 
make the statistical surveys.  I finally did 
find a sub-category of Spirituality under Per-
sonal growth and a sub-category of read the 
Bible through in one year under spirituality.  I 
was left wondering why.  Perhaps it is be-
cause prayer and faith are part of the daily 
life of so many already.  Maybe…or per-
haps it is because the concept of prayer is 
so elusive—too difficult for many of us to 
get our minds around or to grasp how life 
changing prayer can be.  At this point it be-

came clear that the topic 
of our prayer life deserves 
some mention.   

If prayer is already a 
part of your daily life, 
then you already under-
stand and experience the 
value of prayer.  If prayer 
is not part of your daily life, yet you feel 
pulled in the direction of prayer, or if you 
just wonder at the purpose or benefits of 
daily prayer, let me say this: prayer is more 
than asking God for what we want.  Prayer 
is being in a relationship with God, and as 
with any other relationship it requires atten-
tion and communication and nurturing to 
grow and be fulfilling.  Over the next few 
months we will look at different ap-
proaches to prayer, prayer styles, the mean-
ing of prayer, and how it can change our 
lives. 

As we begin the New Year, in addition 
to other resolves you write on your resolu-
tion list, add a note that says “daily prayer”  
and post it somewhere so you will see it 
each morning.  Using one of the prayer 
sheets available on Sunday morning can be 
a good beginning to spending ten minutes a 
day in prayer.  It is in praying for others 
that we are able to pray for ourselves.  
There is a prayer printed on the back of the 
prayer sheets that may be helpful to you.  
Or when you are stuck in traffic, waiting at 
a stop light, or standing in line at the mar-
ket, think of what you are thankful for at 
that moment and offer a prayer of grati-
tude.  If you are anxious or stressed or frus-
trated, offer a simple prayer for guidance, 
for peace, for patience; you might be sur-
prised at how your attitude changes.  Daily 
prayer can change your life. 

Blessings for the coming year, 

              JoAnn 

JoAnn 
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Happy New Year!  
 

But which one?  Liturgical?  Aca-
demic?  Lunar?  Fiscal?  Anniversary?  
Common Calendar?  Birthday?  Marking 
the beginning of a new year takes a variety 
of forms.  Many people celebrate the be-
ginning of the calendar year by staying up 
all night to count down to 12:00 a.m.  
Others go out and visit with friends; some 
dress up and others make New Year’s 
resolutions with the hope that they will 
carry them out. 

In the church, we have the liturgical 
year, and for us that’s the Western Church 
Calendar.  The liturgical calendar is made 
up of seasons—each one with its own 
sense of feeling, mood, emphasis, remem-
brance, and color.  Generally, the liturgical 
seasons of Western Christian Church are 
Advent, Christmas, Ordinary time, Lent, 
Easter, and another Ordinary time.  In ad-
dition to the seasons, there are other 
“holy days” like Epiphany, Ash Wednes-
day, and Pentecost.  And believe it or not, 
Protestant churches tend to have fewer of 
these special days then do our Catholic 
brothers and sisters.  This liturgical calen-
dar assists Christians in walking through 
Christ’s life from the hope of his coming 
in Advent through his ministry, death, and 
resurrection and the birth of the church. 

Churches that follow the liturgical year 
generally also follow the lectionary—a 
three-year cycle of scripture readings for 
each of the 52 Sundays.  We use the Re-
vised Common Lectionary.  Each of the 
Sundays has several scripture lessons 
grouped together: a Gospel, Old Testa-
ment, Epistle (letter), and Psalm.  With 
the marking of Advent, November 29, we 
began year C, in which most of the Gos-
pel lessons come from Luke. 

This year, I want to 
encourage you to take 
time to read through 
Luke’s gospel.  If you 
don’t already set aside a 
few minutes each day to 
read, maybe this can be a 
new marking of a new 
year.  Make time to read 
Luke this year.  There are 24 chapters in 
Luke, so you can read one chapter a day 
or a week, two chapters a month, or what-
ever works for you.  Here’s Luke’s reason 
for writing (Luke 1:1-4): “Many have un-
dertaken to draw up an account of the 
things that have been fulfilled among us, 
just as they were handed down to us by 
those who from the first were eyewit-
nesses and servants of the word.  There-
fore, since I myself have carefully investi-
gated everything from the beginning, it 
seemed good also to me to write an or-
derly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have been 
taught.” 

Consider how the Gospel speaks to 
you this year.  You might find that Luke 
takes care in sharing messages about indi-
viduals, especially the portrayal of women, 
outcasts, children, people in poverty, and 
those in wealth.  You may feel that Luke 
has an inclusive nature to it and includes 
much prayer. 

This year take time to consider how 
you mark each of your “new years,” be it 
a fiscal, birth, lunar, or some other “year.”  
Try something new, retain some tradition, 
pass on some information.  Celebrate an-
other year! 

Blessings, 

                    Joanna 
 

Joanna 
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Music News  
 

What, if anything, do I think you 
might want to hear about from me?  
Some brilliant excerpts from past 
newsletters might be just the thing; 
perhaps a scholarly exposition of 
hymnody in the Parma-Caldwell-
Homedale triangle between 1921 and 
1922; the untold story of the musical 
life of Coach Petersen?   

I really don’t know which would 
interest you the most at this busy 
time, so I’ll just leave you with a 
Happy New Year salutation and 
some figures since I began as Direc-
tor of Music January 23, 2007: 
 

We have sung 172 different 
hymns. 

The Chancel Choir has sung 100 
different anthems. 

We have sung 136 different praise 
songs. 

There have been 178 special     
music presentations. 

You have heard 168 different      
organ pieces. 

The sound system was renovated. 
The pipe organ was renovated. 

I have listened to approximately 
340 sermons! 

 

           Michael  
 
 

P.S. Last week I took a phone call 
in the office.  A woman in Garden 
City was looking for a typewriter for 
finishing a project.  If you have one 
you aren’t planning to use and would 
like to donate it, please call me and I 
will get it to her. 

        
 

. 

Michael 
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News from Pack 33  
 

In November, Pack 33 welcomed Ada 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Adam Nielson 
and his K-9 partner, Nina, to our Pack 
meeting.  Nina is a drug dog and has a 
100% record each year when tested.  The 
boys had plenty of questions and Adam 
and Nina had many answers.  We learned 
much about how drug dogs are trained.  
We also honored our parents who have 
served or currently serve in the military. 

Thank you again to those who preor-
dered greenery or purchased greenery 
from Pack 33.  We greatly appreciate your 
support. 

Scout Sunday will be celebrated on 
Sunday, January 31.  Please help Troop 
33 and Pack 33 celebrate Scouting’s 
100th anniversary.   

Cydney Shubin 
Cubmaster 

 
 
News from T roop 33  
 

In January 2010, the Troop will meet 
on the 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th.  The 
January campout will be on the 15th, 16th, 
and 17th at the Winter Survival School in 
Round Valley. 

In February, the Troop will meet on 
the 2nd, 9th, and 26th.  The February 
campout will be at Camp Sawtooth on the 
13th, 14th, and 15th. 

The Troop meets in Lindsay Hall base-
ment on most Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  For 
more information call Brian Anderson, 
Scoutmaster, at 389-4742 or Bill Haren-
berg, Charter Organization Representa-
tive, at 344-2369.  Check out the Troop’s 
web site at www.boisetroop33.org. 
 

 
 
Adult Classes Coming Up  
 

You will have several opportunities this 
month to study matters related to our 
Christian faith and formation: 

 
Sundays: 
9 a.m.: Discover the Bible, led by 

Louise Ackley (a continuing class) 
10:05 a.m.: 
> “Sealed in Christ,” a study of the PC

(USA) seal and its symbols, led by Pat 
Dautel 

> “Faith and Politics,” led by Dane 
West 

2nd and 4th Sundays, Women’s Book 
Study Group 

Tuesdays: 
> 7 a.m.: Women’s and Men’s Bible 

Study at the URS Building Cafeteria, Park 
Boulevard 

> 7 p.m.: Bible Study, led by Edward 
Dunn 

Wednesdays: 
> 6:30 p.m.: Lectionary Bible Study, 

led by Mark Davis 
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C.A.T.C.H.  
 

(Please realize, dear reader, that articles for First Press must be written almost three 
weeks ahead of publication.) 

Tonight, when temperatures are again predicted to plunge below zero, a local news 
program was featuring a story on a homeless family of four living in their car.  Can you 
put yourself in that situation? 

The C.A.T.C.H. program is specifically aimed at helping homeless families.  Rent 
on an apartment is paid for six months.  Meanwhile the family works to be self-
sufficient once again.  It is a “hand-up,” not a “hand-out.”  The families in the pro-
gram are people with a history here in the Treasure Valley; they are our neighbors. 

When you read this, the New Year will have begun.  Our church’s participation in 
C.A.T.C.H. can continue only with YOUR support.  Make a pledge to give an amount 
each month to this worthy program.  Drop a note to the church bookkeeper on your 
tear-off slip from the bulletin; put it in the offering plate or in the C.A.T.C.H. house in 
the narthex. 

Think again about sleeping in your car tonight! 

Friendship Dinner  
  

We served about 100 folks on Thursday, Novem-
ber 10, during another Friendship Dinner.  At least 
three families with children were among our guests.  
On Thursday, December 3, we served about 75 
meals. 

Prayers for the continued success of the Friend-
ship Dinners and for the people we serve are always 
welcome, as are donations of food. 

Thank you! 
            Bill Brudenell 
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From the Library  
 

2010.  A new year has begun.  We 
hope you will make the church library a 
part of the church to which you come to 
extend your knowledge of your faith and 
for help when you have problems or life 
changes. 

An adult study class starting this year 
uses the book Sealed in Christ, a study of 
the symbolism of the seal of the Presby-
terian Church (USA).  A later class will be 
on John Calvin, the founder of Presbyte-
rianism. 

In the library are a variety of books of 
a range of difficulty to help you learn 
more about the Presbyterian Church.  
Here are some to try: 

Presbyterians: Their History and Beliefs, by 
Walter Lee Lingle 

Presbyterian Beliefs: A Brief Introduction, 
by Donald McKim 

How to Spell Presbyterian, a short book 
The Presbyterian Handbook 
Church History 101: An Introduction for 

Presbyterians, by William M. Ramsey 
Presbyterian Creeds: A Guide to the Book 

of Confessions 
Calvinism, by Arthur Dakin 
Of course, if you want something 

lighter or on other subjects, you will find 
many choices.  The library is open on 
Sundays and every day the office area is 
open.  The librarians are usually in the 
library on Tuesday afternoons from 1 to 
3 p.m. (or later).  Our librarians are Kath-
leen McClenahan, Marilyn Jennings, and 
Jan Bills. 

       Kathleen McClenahan 
       for the library crew 

 
 

From the Editor  
                                                                     

Let me try this all over again!  It’s this 
month that the 10th falls on a Sunday and 
this month that I’ll be away that day.  The 
deadline for the February 2010 issue of 
First Press is Monday, January 11.  Do not 
worry if you are ahead of the deadline 
and your contribution is not immediately 
acknowledged; I’ll be at a meeting out of 
town the 6th through the 10th.  If you 
will have material but won’t be able to 
make the deadline, please contact me 
in advance and we will work some-
thing out.  Early submissions are always 
very welcome.  Don’t hesitate to send ar-
ticles whenever you think of something 
that ought to be in First Press, whether for 
next month or future months, and it’ll go 
into the appropriate file right away. 

Material can be sent electronically, as 
separate files in Word or WordPerfect, or 
as e-mails, to judyaustin40@yahoo.com.  
If your story includes a picture or 
other graphic, please send it as a 
separate file; that gives the layout 
people more flexibility.  Stories can 
also be put as “hard copy” in the First 
Press folder attached to Charleen’s desk 
in the outer church office. 

If you have any questions, concerns, 
or ideas, please don’t hesitate to e-mail 
me at the above address, call me at 327-
0053, or write me at 6508 Hummel 
Drive, Boise 83709. 

Thanks to everyone—contributors 
and readers—for your support of First 
Press.  Happy New Year! 

       Judy Austin 
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Mission Partnership:  
Developing Leaders  
 

“Leadership and learning are indispensable 
to each other.” – John F. Kennedy 

“Leaders aren’t born, they are made.  And 
they are made just like anything else, through 
hard work.” – Vince Lombardi 

Imagine fleeing your village, amid fal-
ling bombs and gunshots, running 
scared through the jungle, never to see 
your home again. 

Imagine never remembering your 
real home, knowing only the crowded, 
primitive refugee camp where you spent 
your entire childhood. 

Imagine an idyllic childhood sud-
denly interrupted by war, unable to 
leave your home, to walk to school, 
fearing the tanks and snipers that roam 
the neighborhood. 

Imagine taking only one suitcase, 
boarding a plane and flying to the other 
side of the world to start a new life, at-
tending school in a country whose lan-
guage you do not speak, whose ways are 
unfamiliar. 

Boise is welcoming many such refu-
gee children and their families, and First 
Presbyterian Church is making it possi-
ble for one group of refugee youth to 
work towards a brighter future. 

World Community 4-H Club, part of 
the International Rescue Committee’s 
youth program, is a leadership develop-
ment club for refugee high school stu-
dents.  They are learning how to con-
duct meetings, how group decisions are 
made, how to set goals, and how to 
make plans that will allow them to reach 

their goals, step by step.  The group has 
chosen some public issues that are im-
portant to them to work on as projects. 

One issue the group decided to work 
on is raising awareness in the commu-
nity about their cultures and about the 
refugee experience.  They have spoken 
to various groups, presented a fashion 
show of native dress, and publicly dis-
played cultural items and information 
about their countries.  As their second 
issue they are bravely tackling the im-
provement of bus transportation in 
Boise.  They have participated in focus 
groups and identified stakeholders and 
are now learning how decisions regard-
ing the bus system are made. 

The leadership club meets Mondays 
from 3:00 to 5:30 in one of the youth 
rooms on the fifth floor.  We would like 
to say how much we appreciate the gen-
erosity of your congregation in allowing 
us to use your building for our meet-
ings. 

If you would like more information 
on the International Rescue Committee 
(IRC) and the work we do resettling 
refugees in Boise and in humanitarian 
aid around the globe, please contact us 
at 344-1792 or visit our website at www.
theirc.org. 

Thank you! 
Ellen Albus 

IRC Youth Program Coordinator 
ellen.albus@theirc.org 
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Endowment Meeting  
 

The Support & Endowment Manage-
ment Committee will meet on Thursday, 
January 21, 2010, at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Owyhee Plaza Grill.  The committee’s 
meetings are open to all interested mem-
bers of First Presbyterian. 

 
 

Friendship Food Pantry  
 

The Friendship Food Pantry is grate-
ful for your support as we continue to 
provide groceries for individuals and 
families in Boise who are in need of 
food.  Donations may be left in the little 
red wagon just outside the sanctuary.  
Suggested items are canned tuna and 
beans, canned fruits and vegetables, 
macaroni and cheese, cereals, and peanut 
butter. 

 
 
Thank You from  
Presbyterian Women  
 

A bright seasonally decorated Lindsay 
Hall welcomed the women and girls who 
attended the annual Christmas Tea on 
Saturday, December 5.  Thanks go to 
many Presbyterian Women who contrib-
uted delicious cookies and sandwiches 
and who decorated tables from other 
countries to go with the theme 
“Christmas Around the World.”  The 
Bosnian dancers—young men and 
women, girls and boys—entertained with 
a variety of dances.  The young woman 
who was their speaker provided informa-

tion about Bosnia and described the 
dances and the Boise Bosnian commu-
nity’s wish to help their young people 
retain some of their culture. 

The Thank Offering collected totaled 
$906, which will go to support a variety 
of national and international projects 
chosen by the Presbyterian Women na-
tional office.  Thank you to all who con-
tributed and attended. 
 
 
Phoenix Circle of  
Presbyterian Women  
 

First Presbyterian’s Phoenix Circle of 
Presbyterian Women will meet again on 
Monday, January 18, at 1 p.m. to con-
tinue the Bible study “Joshua, a Journey 
of Faith.”  We will meet at the home of 
Estelle Aldridge, 1568 Lenz Lane, Boise.  
All women are welcome.  For more in-
formation, speak to Mike Thomas or 
Louise Ackley. 
 
 
Adopt -A-Family  
 

The Board of Deacons thanks every-
one who supported the Adopt-A-Family 
project by purchasing a gift, contributing 
to the purchase of grocery gift cards, and 
delivering gifts to the families we spon-
sored.  Your participation brightens the 
holidays for deserving families new to 
the Boise area. 
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Session Notes  
 

During its meeting of November 23, 
2009, the Session: 

 
> Celebrated the success of the 

“Footsteps” campaign, which as of 
November 23 had total pledges of 
$951,712 for renovation of the Lindsay 
Hall Building and for mission work.  Mi-
nus expenses, the net was $923,829, and 
the committee expressed optimism 
about reaching its fundraising goal of $1 
million. 

> Heard reports on activities for 
First Presbyterian members, including 
a new four-week class for potential new 
members.  JoAnn Thiry reported that 
the “Community Conversations” pro-
gram will begin again in January.  The 
program is a noon-hour brown-bag 
lunch featuring speakers who talk about 
community issues.  Joanna Dunn re-
ported that senior-high youth from First 
Presbyterian will attend the Triennium 
conference next summer, while junior-
high students will again take part in a 
“Mystery Mission” outing. 

> Reviewed a number of projects 
and plans for the First Presbyterian 
physical plant, including the lighting 
project for the Sanctuary.  Facilities 
staffers Mike Sanders and Spence Stout 
attended a training session on how to 
bring First Presbyterian’s cleaning and 
maintenance programs up to industrial 
standards.  Also being planned is instal-
lation of a hand rail and step stripping in 
the Sanctuary on the steps between the 

lectern and pulpit. 
> Heard an initial report on repair of 

the roof at some time in the future.  The 
roof tiles now in place have been snap-
ping off in strong winds; unfortunately, 
the company that manufactured the de-
fective tiles is no longer in business.  Ini-
tial estimates for repairing the roof range 
from $250,000 to $500,000, depending 
on the type of roof tile selected. 

> Reviewed the year-to-date reve-
nue and expense figures.  First Pres-
byterian treasurer Steve Severn said that 
as of the end of October, revenues had 
fallen $22,653 below budgeted levels; at 
the same time, expenses were $9,894 be-
low budgeted levels.  He stressed the im-
portance of honoring pledges during the 
current fiscal year. 

> Began planning for the 2010 
Session retreat, which will be held 
March 12-14 in McCall.  The annual re-
treat for Session members and staff is a 
time for reviewing the previous year’s 
goals, discussing a variety of issues such 
as attendance and facilities, and setting 
new goals for the upcoming year.   

 
            Lindy High 

           Clerk of Session 
 

Elders of the Month for January are 
Joe Galey, 433-9439, and Tony Gon-
zalez, 939-2827. 
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The Church Family 

January 3         Kay Pickrell 
January 5         Carolyn King 
January 6         Grant Thompson 
                       Yvette Ingalls 
                       Emma Gibson 
January 7         Joyce Ruesink 
January 8         Max DeLawyer 
January 9         Caroline McDaniel 
January 11       Connie Wyllie 
                       Bill Swartley 
January 12       John Lundquist 
January 14       Alicia Anderson 
                       Ethan Boles 
January 15       Hayden Schulkey 
                       Aiden Brudenell 
January 17       Mark Szentes 
                       Vinnie Stoppello 

January 18        Alan Anderson 
January 21        Martha Owen 
                        Ron Winans 
                        Carrie Matsko 
January 23        Pat Dautel 
January 24        Gary Peterson 
                        Mathew Eardley 
January 25        Libby Butts 
January 26        Lauryn Pyke 
January 27        Audrey Williams 
January 29        Claudette Hodkinson 
                        Margarey Smyser 
                        Dave Wyllie 
January 30        Floyd Hodkinson 
January 31        Eleanor Acorda 

1st Presbyterian 

January Birthdays  
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1st Presbyterian 

WORSHIP NOTES  
 
The scriptures listed below are 
those from the Revised Common 
Lectionary, used by mainline 
Protestant denominations across 
the world.  They are often but not 
always the scriptures read during 
Sunday worship at First Church.  
If you are interested in art that is 
relevant to the particular days in 
the liturgical calendar, check the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library’s 
lectionary website (http://
divinity.library.library.vanderbilt.
edu/lectionary) for examples.  
This is the website, produced by 
the library of Vanderbilt Divin-
ity School at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, from which we draw the lists 
of lessons 
 
January 3, 2010 
Second Sunday after 

Christmas Day 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 
24:1-12 
Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom 
of Solomon 10:15-21 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 
January 6, 2010 
Epiphany of the Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
January 10, 2010 
Baptism of the Lord 
First Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

January 17, 2010 
Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
 
January 24, 2010 
Third Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 
 
January 31, 2010 
Fourth Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
January 31, 2010 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING  

 
Attendance includes all Sunday services and those 
on special days in the Church calendar (for exam-
ple, Ash Wednesday and Christmas Eve) and 
services led by First Church at nursing homes.  
Giving reflects donations to the ongoing work of 
the church, both pledges and undesignated giving.  
It does not include special offerings, designated 
donations (such as contributions for the Sunday-
morning flowers), or rent of First Church facili-
ties. 
 
November 15, 2009 
Thirty -third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Attendance - 237 
Giving - $5,104.52 

 
November 22, 2009 
Christ the King Sunday 
Attendance - 210 
Giving - $3,973.92 
 
November 29, 2009 
First Sunday in Advent 
Attendance - 220 
Giving - $6,230.37 
 
December 6, 2009 
Second Sunday in Advent 
Attendance - 279 
Giving - $14,887.20 
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