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2 Re: Mark  
On the Journey 

F irst, find a pen.  Second, find a 
calendar.  Third, with your pen, 
circle the date July 19.  On that 

day there will be one worship service 
only and the center of that worship ser-
vice will be the culmination of Music, 
Art, & Drama Camp.  This year the  
M.A.D. camp folks will present “The 
Rockslinger and His Greatest Hit.”  This 
is, of course, a retelling of the story of 
David and Goliath.  And it leads me to 
think about the underdog. 

Underdogs feature prominently in his-
tory and have preeminence in the scrip-
tures—Joseph, for example, Moses, Deb-
orah, Jeremiah, Amos, Mary and Joseph, 
Peter, Mary, and the others who fol-
lowed —and of course David whose 
story is found in the first book attributed 
to Samuel.  David is the youngest, the 
least; and the only things going for him 
are his good looks and his skill with a 
flute.  Not much of a resume for a war-
rior.  And yet…. 

Glancing beyond the pages of scrip-
ture, one might recall that the largest em-
pire in history was that of Genghis Khan, 
not terribly likely in prospect and remark-
able in retrospect that his empire 
stretched from the Yellow River to the 
Danube, from the steppes of Russia and 
the forests of Siberia to the deserts of 
Arabia and even the oases of North Af-
rica. 

Who would have wagered on the 
Greeks going up against the Persians; or 
the Scots under Robert the Bruce, who 
defeated the armies of Edward II (the 

Hammer of the 
Scots) at the Bat-
tle of Bannock-
burn while out-
numbered 3:1; or 
the surprising 
defeat of the 
Spanish Armada, who yielded to a relent-
less and surprising storm before their 
hundreds of ships could engage the far 
smaller English fleet in 1588?  Who 
would have bet on Gandhi, whose cam-
paign of non-violence ultimately led to 
the final departure of the British from 
their greatest colonial success?   Who 
imagined that Nelson Mandela could 
emerge from nearly 30 years of confine-
ment to lead a remarkably bloodless ac-
cession to power in a new South Africa? 

There are lots of reasons to come to 
worship on the 19th.  You could come to 
support the children.  You could come to 
support their families.  You could come 
to support the teachers and leaders who 
have helped M.A.D. Camp become an 
important part of our summer.  You 
could come because you like children’s 
theater. 

And you could also come to worship 
God.  The God of Joseph, Mary, Samuel, 
and Sarah.  The God of David. 

I am not proposing that every surpris-
ing conquest in history bears the imprint 
of the God we know in Jesus.  “Blessed,” 
he is reported to have said, “are the 
peacemakers.”  And yet without David it 
is difficult to imagine an Israel from 
whom a Messiah could emerge. 
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If you want to read more about the 
underdog, then you may want to pick 
up a copy of Malcolm Gladwell’s recent 
article in the New Yorker, “How David 
Beats Goliath: When Underdogs Break 
the Rules” (May 11, 2009).  It is a fun 
read and relates several interesting sto-
ries—even if it may reach a bit here and 
there.  Surely generalization about un-
derdogs should include the disclaimer 
that mostly the weak, young, poor, inex-
perienced, uneducated, and marginal-
ized suffer early death, poverty, defeat, 
and abuse far more often than occa-
sional triumph.  I wonder if perhaps it is 
true after all that more often than not 
the good do die young in numbers dis-
proportionate to their presence among 
us all. 

The story of David and Goliath may 
be told in many ways.  The M.A.D. 
Camp retelling points to the grace of 
God without dwelling on the ambiguity 
of the God of Love mixed up in a 
pretty nasty dogfight.  But then the 
story isn’t meant to paint grand historic 
themes after all.  In the final analysis it 
is the communal recollection that a peo-
ple threatened with annihilation over-
came the greatest of odds in the most 
surprising of ways. 

You may have heard the story.  It is 
worth hearing again for many reasons. 

Have a great summer.  See you in 
church along the way. 

Blessings and peace, 
 

Mark  
 
 

Support and Endowment  
 

The Support & Endowment Com-
mittee will meet Thursday, July 16, at 
7:30 a.m. for no-host breakfast at the 
Owyhee Plaza Grill.  The meeting is 
open to any interested folks. 

 
Friendship Dinners  

 
One hundred five plates were served 

at the Friendship Dinner on June 4.  
Chicken baked in our ovens and ham 
were the entrees.  Our thanks to all who 
participated, as diners, cooks, organiz-
ers, and cleaner-uppers! 

            Bill Brudenell 
 

Staff                   call 345-3441 
 
Mark T. Davis, Lead Minister 
 ext. 112, mark@first-presbyterian.org 
Joanna Dunn, Minister of Christian  

Formation 
 ext. 119, joannad@first-presbyterian.org 
JoAnn Thiry, Minister of Pastoral Care    

and Congregational Life 
 ext. 118, joann@first-presbyterian.org 
Michael Civiello, Director of Music 
  ext. 113, michael@first-presbyterian.org  
Duncan Filson, Ministry Staff Support 
  ext. 110, duncan@first-presbyterian.org 
Charleen Civiello, Staff Support 
  ext. 122, charleen@first-presbyterian.org 
Kathy Bilderback, Bookkeeper 
  ext. 111, kathy@first-presbyterian.org 
Mike Sanders, Facility Manager 
 ext. 114, mike@first-presbyterian.org 
Spence Stout, Facility Assistant 
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What’s  Happening??  
 

First Presbyterian is a happening place.  
We all know there is worship every Sunday (at 
8:00 and 10:00 during the summer months), 
but what else is happening?  As a staff we do 
our best to keep folks informed, and still it 
seems the question keeps coming up.  So…I 
thought I would use this space this month to 
talk about just a few of the events coming up 
in the busy  life of First Presbyterian. 

JULY M.A.D. Camp: July 13–17 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  A fun-filled week of Music, 
Art, and Drama classes for kids from 2nd to 
6th grade.  The week culminates in a musical 
performance on Sunday, July 19.  M.A.D. 
Camp has been our very popular children’s 
summer program for 10 years.  Under the di-
rection of Beth Scherfee, the kids participate 
in classes that this year will include Creative 
Crafts, American Sign Language, African 
Drumming and Dance, and more.  The musi-
cal on July 19 will be based on the story of 
David and Goliath: “The Rock Slinger and 
His Greatest Hit.”  As of the writing of this 
column, several spots are still available for this 
summer’s M.A.D. Camp.  M.A.D. Camp is 
open to all faiths and will be a great addition 
to enjoyable summer activities for your kids 
and their friends or cousins or your grandkids.  
The camp is a bargain: a whole week of fun 
for only $50.00!!  Contact Beth Scherfee (368-
1676) or JoAnn Thiry (345-3441) for more 
information or to reserve your spot. 

AUGUST 15: Our 2nd annual Jazz in the 
Park.  Our annual church picnic expanded last 
year into a barbecue and concert at the Gene 
Harris Band Shell in Julia Davis Park with a 
live auction to benefit Project C.A.T.C.H.  If 
you missed the fun last year, be sure to mark 
your calendar for this year.  Goodwood Bar-
becue does the barbecuing of the chicken and 
ribs and we all bring side dishes to share.  As 
we get closer to the event, the Red Heart team 

planning the food will 
provide a list of what 
folks are asked to bring.  
The Duncan Filson band 
will play again this year, 
and the Michael Civiello 
combo, including Spence 
Stout, Jim Fordham, and 
Patric Pulliam, will provide the hot jazz.  The 
live auction, a popular feature last year, will 
again benefit Project C.A.T.C.H.  Auction 
items will include a private sightseeing flight 
over the Boise Valley, a guided day-long river-
raft trip, lunch with Mayor Dave Bieter, Mi-
chael Civiello providing music for your indoor 
or outdoor party, and many more.  There will 
be great activities for the kids.  It is a wonder-
ful opportunity to spend a late summer after-
noon and evening in the park, enjoy music, 
visit with your friends, share good food, and 
help families with children who are transition-
ing from homelessness back into independent 
living through Project C.A.T.C.H. 

SEPTEMBER: Beginning September 26, 
we will host Community Conversations, a 
weekly lunch event on Fridays at noon in 
Lindsay Hall.  Our first speaker will be Mayor 
Dave Bieter, speaking on transportation issues 
and the future of transportation in the down-
town corridor.  Our second speaker will be 
Dan Popkey, entertaining political columnist 
for the Idaho Statesman.  Community Conver-
sations will be an hour-long brown-bag get-
together.  Our Presbyterian Women’s group 
will provide coffee, lemonade, and homemade 
dessert goodies. 

These are a few of the great activities and 
programs at First Presbyterian—wonderful 
opportunities to include your friends and fam-
ily.  Mark your calendars…I hope to share 
some of these fun times with you. 

Blessings, 

JoAnn 

JoAnn 
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God’s Work Around  
the World  
 

Oh, how God works all around the 
world.  Last month, 14 people set out on 
a mission-trip adventure to Costa Rica 
with 30 others from First Presbyterian 
Church, Ann Arbor, Michigan.  It is al-
ways amazing how we can leave our 
comfort zone, our luxuries, our “at-home 
necessities,” our families and friends to 
discover more deeply God at work in our 
lives and others’. 

The full team consisted of 33 high 
school youth and 11 leaders, including 5 
college young people.  Twenty-seven 
people had the opportunity to build an 
apartment unit and 17 demolished and 
rebuilt a classroom!  And yes, we had 
time to be tourists too.  We spent some 
time on the beach, seeing the rain-forest 
canopy, and relaxing.  The teams worked 
hard, played hard, laughed a ton, and 
grew in faith, hope, and love. 

On behalf of the Session and Ministry 
Leadership Team,  I thank and praise 
God for the leadership of John Hicks 
and Jon Kaae, who took time from their 
lives to be a part of this year’s team!  We 
also praise and thank God for the sup-
port of the First Presbyterian faith com-
munity!  Without your support this trip 
would not have been possible. 

God’s work doesn’t stop there!  Later 
this month, 10 young people and 4 adults 
(including one college student) will head 
out to a mystery destination.  Last year 
we ended up in Salt Lake City…this year, 
who knows where we will be; the youth 
definitely don’t.  With anticipation, an 
open heart, and a willingness to serve, we 
go out to serve God’s people in different 

ways.  This group, too, 
will have time to work 
hard, worship fully, and 
play!  We will be in com-
munity together, sleep-
ing on the floor, cooking 
our own meals, cleaning 
up, and of course play-
ing games. 

Again, on behalf of the Session and 
Ministry Leadership Team, I thank in ad-
vance Jill Muir, Bob Ruesink, and Pete 
Adolphsen for their time and leadership!  
And to all of you who have supported us 
financially we give thanks.  Please pray 
for us and those we encounter. 

God is at work right here in Boise 
too!  Please prayerfully consider how you 
might reflect God’s love by getting in-
volved locally.  Here are some ways we 
carry out mission in Boise: First Presby-
terian Friendship Dinners, both food and 
financial support; the new First Presbyte-
rian Friendship Food Pantry (adopt a 
case of food, financial support, packing 
food into bags/boxes); C.A.T.C.H. fami-
lies; Rake-Up Boise; Paint the Town; 
Boise High School Thursday Lunch in 
the academic year; Angel Tree at Christ-
mastime; 30-Hour Famine; Souper Bowl 
of Caring; and many other opportunities 
for community service! 

Come and worship with us July 12 to 
hear about the trip to Costa Rica AND 
to commission the FLY youth and lead-
ership as they head on their Mystery Mis-
sion Trip July 19.  And get involved in 
“Building faith-filled relationships with 
God, one another and the world!   

Blessings and peace, 

                     Joanna 
 

Joanna 
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Directions for Singing Hymns  
 

by John Wesley 
 

1. Learn these tunes before you learn any others; afterwards learn as many 
as you please. 

2. Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without altering or mending 
them at all; and if you have learned to sing them otherwise, unlearn it as soon 
as you can. 

3. Sing all.  See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can.  Let not a sin-
gle degree of weakness or weariness hinder you.  If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you will 
find it a blessing. 

4. Sing lustily and with good courage.  Beware of singing as if you were half dead, or half 
asleep; but lift up your voice with strength.  Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more 
ashamed of its being heard, then when you sung the songs of Satan. 

5. Sing modestly.  Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or distinct from the rest of the 
congregation, that you may not destroy the harmony; but strive to unite your voices together, 
so as to make one clear melodious sound. 

6. Sing in time.  Whatever time is sung be sure to keep with it.  Do not run before nor stay 
behind it; but attend close to the leading voices, and move therewith as exactly as you can; and 
take care not to sing too slow.  This drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy; and it is 
high time to drive it out from us, and sing all our tunes just as quick as we did at first. 

7. Above all sing spiritually.  Have an eye to God in every word you sing.  Aim at pleasing 
him more than yourself, or any other creature.  In order to do this attend strictly to the sense 
of what you sing, and see that your heart is not carried away with the sound, but offered to 
God continually; so shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward you 
when he cometh in the clouds of heaven. 

                                                                              
Here’s some good news about Alex Lundquist, student and musician here at First Presbyte-

rian.  He has been selected to perform with the National Intercollegiate Band in Phoenix on 
July 12 at the opening ceremony of the Kappa Kappa Psi national convention.  The band is 
comprised of students from universities across the United States.  The students sent in re-
cordings of various pieces, then were selected.  KKPsi is a national honorary band society to 
which Alex belongs.  I am sure Alex would appreciate any help in defraying expenses. 

Thank you to those who contributed this past year to the music fund! 
 

JULY MUSIC: 
7 – Traditional Communion with Drop-in Choir 
12 – Contemporary with Latin American songs 

19 – M.A.D. Camp Presentation – 11 a.m. service only 
26 – Traditional with Drop-In Choir and Hymn Sing 

Organ Recital – 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. Wednesday, July 22. 
Dr. Raphael Morvant of St. John’s Cathedral 

Bring a friend! 

       Michael  

Michael 
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Wanted!  Needed!   
Willing hands!  
 

The Red Hearts of the Service and 
Fellowship Ministry thank all mem-
bers and friends of this church for 
seven years of support.  We have now 
reached a point where we need to re-
mix the team members or disband the 
teams, as about half of the teams are 
not functioning smoothly.  This re-
mixing will strengthen each team as to 
leadership and levels of participation.   

To disband the teams would mean, 
possibly, no people to serve Wednes-
day Night supper, no greeters at the 
door, and no coffee hours, unless 
someone steps up to take this on.  
The members of the Red Heart Team 
would hate to see this happen. 

We have been told that some of 
you have not wanted to participate 
because you weren’t “asked.”  This is 
a ministry for the church.  Everyone 
active in our faith community was put 
on a team because it takes everyone 
to make the concept work.  We 
thought every church-family member 
would appreciate being an active part 
of serving every other member of the 
church family in a relatively painless 
way.  Remember, there are parts of 
this ministry that take very little effort 
as well as the greater parts of leader-
ship in the group.  Please give this re-
quest your heartfelt thought and 
prayer.  We really need everyone if it 
is going to work. 

There has been much talk lately 
about mission in our church.  Mission 
comes in many forms and is needed 

for our own sakes as well as for those 
in our community and world.  Even 
though all members do not participate 
in all programs, these programs are 
needed if our church is to grow in 
service.  These teams were set up to 
serve the church without causing too 
much stress for the few.  There are 13 
teams, which means each family is 
only asked to serve one month out of 
13 and only 2 to 3 times during that 
month. 

If you are a member of this faith 
community and feel that you can’t 
participate in this service, please call 
one of the Red Heart Members and 
your name will be removed.  If we 
find that there is not enough partici-
pation to keep the teams functioning, 
we will disband. 
 
Teresa Browne          384-5158  
teresabrowne@yahoo.com 
Dawn Christensen     345-3917 
dawnchris@cableone.net 
Penelope Gaffney      336-0922  
penelopegaffney@earthlink.net 
Betty Mae Ridley       344-0531  
bettymae@clearwire.net  
Mary Royce               377-1366 
alrmbr@msn.com 
Shelly Slater               331-1369  
wildernessslaters@yahoo.com 
Lisa Szentes               939-4406 
lcszentes@gmail.com  
Jennifer Yewer           338-9663 
jayewer@cableone.net 
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What’s the Big Deal  
about M.A.D. Camp???  
 

When you hear the phrase M.A.D. 
Camp, what is your response?  It might be 
any of the following: 

 
1.  I’ve already registered my child(ren) 
2.  Thank goodness my kids are too old 

for that now 
3.  I’m too old for that now 
4.  My grandchildren live too far away 
5. We’ll be away on vacation during 

the week of camp 
 

Did you know that out of last year’s 40 
campers, two-thirds who attended came 
from outside our congregation?  Did you 
know that the camp is available to chil-
dren even if they cannot afford the $50.00 
registration fee?  Did you know that you 
could help by sponsoring a camper’s fee?  
The Inviting Church Ministry Team has 
put its support behind M.A.D. Camp be-
cause it believes that this camp will extend 
the mission outreach of our church. 

One way that you can truly support 
this camp is by taking a couple of registra-
tion forms home with you.  They are avail-
able in the front entryway underneath the 
bulletin board highlighting the camp.  
Think about your coworkers, friends, and 
neighbors who have children.  Ask them if 
they might be interested in attending a 
wonderful week-long camp that not only 
offers a variety of classes focused on the 
arts but also rehearses and presents a mu-
sical to the public.  Anyone with children 
will know that the cost for our M.A.D. 
Camp is a bargain compared to other 
comparable camps offered in the Treasure 
Valley.  This is a fabulous opportunity for 
all of us to reach out to others and let the 

Boise community know that our church 
cares about kids and the arts.  Please join 
me in supporting this wonderful venture 
and inviting one or two children to partici-
pate.  And by all means, come to our final 
production on Sunday, July 19, at 10:00  
a.m. as we present the story of David and 
Goliath in “The Rock Slinger and His 
Greatest Hit.”  

       Beth Scherfee 
       M.A.D. Camp Director  

 
From the Editor  
 

The deadline for the August 2009 issue 
of First Press is Friday, July 10.  If you have 
a problem getting material to me by the 
10th, please contact me well in advance 
of the deadline.  Of course, early submis-
sions are ALWAYS very welcome indeed; 
don’t hesitate to send articles whenever 
you think of something that ought to be in 
First Press, and it’ll go into files right away. 

Material can be sent electronically, as 
separate files in Word or WordPerfect or 
as e-mails, to judyaustin40@yahoo.com.  
This is a different address from the one 
I’ve used before; it’s somewhat more reli-
able!  If your story includes a picture or 
other graphic, please send it as a sepa-
rate file as well as within the story it-
self; that gives the layout people more 
flexibility .  Stories can also be put as 
“hard copy” in the First Press folder at-
tached to the desk in the outer church of-
fice. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or 
ideas, please don’t hesitate to e-mail me at 
the above address, call me at 327-0053, or 
write me at 6508 Hummel Drive, Boise 
83709. 

Thank you! 
       Judy Austin 
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Charleen  
 

My name is Charleen Civiello, and you 
may recognize me as Michael’s wife, as a 
Deacon of First Presbyterian, or as the 
voice on the phone when you call the 
church office.  It is a pleasure to be a part 
of the staff here at First Presbyterian, and 
this is actually the most enjoyable of all the 
positions I have held outside our home. 

Michael and I met our first year of 
teaching.  We have been married for 42 
years and have 4 children, 10 grandchil-
dren, and 2 great-grandchildren.  For 34 
years I taught elementary school—grades K through 3rd and finally a multi-age class of 
5-8-year-olds my last few years in education.  That was probably the most rewarding ex-
perience in my teaching career.  In 1997, while still teaching, I became involved in a 
women’s clothing business with several other women.  It was lots of fun and very suc-
cessful and allowed me to travel all 
over the U.S.  Michael and I were 
able to take many trips because of 
this business. 

After taking an early retirement 
from teaching, Michael and I moved 
to New Hampshire, where I contin-
ued to build my  business as well as 
work in a real estate office.  After 
Michael accepted the position of Di-
rector of Music at First Presbyterian 
and we moved to Boise, I decided 
that it was time to devote my time to 
activities at the church instead of 
business—a good decision.  We are 
very happy to be here and remain so 
busy! 

Editor’s note: we are delighted that 
Charleen has taken the new position that 
puts her at the desk outside JoAnn’s and 
Duncan’s offices. 
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From the Library  
 

Among activities in the church in July 
is the M.A.D. Camp, featuring the story 
of David and Goliath.  Whether or not 
your child is involved, the library has 
several easy retellings of this story from 
1st Samuel, Chapter 17, including:  Bing 
(which uses just 25 different words), The 
Boy with a Sling, I may be Little, David and 
Goliath.  And for junior readers: King 
David. 

Let your traveling this summer take 
place through books.  Go to foreign 
countries, learn of other cultures in our 
own country, or just enjoy!  These color-
fully illustrated books will help you have 
new experiences: Water Hole Waiting and 
The Spider Weaver, both stories of Africa; 
Jingle Dancer, American Indian; Library 
Lion and Mud Pie Annie, just for fun. 

We encourage parents to bring their 
children to choose from these titles and 
many others. 

For adult readers, we now have the 
most recent Alexander McCall Smith 
book (number 10) in his series “The No. 
1 Ladies’ Detective Agency,” Tea Time for 
the Traditionally Built.  We have the com-
plete series, all set in Botswana, Africa. 

Please return any books that are due 
or overdue.  Help us keep the books 
circulating.  Thank you! 

       Kathleen McClenahan 
       for the Library crew 

 
What’s Happenin’  
Around Here  
 

It’s thanksgiving in June.  We want to 
thank all those who devote such care 
and work in the service of making lots 

of events around here look easy.  A typi-
cal month at First Presbyterian includes 
banquets, receptions following memorial 
services, receptions for university presi-
dents, Wednesday-night suppers, coffee 
hours,  Friendship Dinners, innumerable 
youth events, rummage sales, cake bak-
ings, quiltings, and a veritable host of 
meetings.  They look easy because of the 
efforts of those who bake, quilt, wash 
dishes, move tables, set tables, clear off 
tables, etc. etc.  Thanks! 

By the way, “internal events” (those 
arranged by a member or members of 
First Presbyterian) can be scheduled as 
much as a year in advance. 

       Mike Sanders 
 
Editor’s note: Members and friends thank 

Mike and Spence for their work around the 
church and grounds! 

 
 

Videographer Needed for 
M.A.D. Camp Performance  

 
If you find yourself looking through 

the small end of a video camera and en-
joying the experience of taping special 
events, M.A.D. Camp wants to hear 
from you.  We’re looking for a capable 
person with experience in video work 
(amateurs are welcome) to tape our per-
formance of “The Rock Slinger and His 
Greatest Hit” on Sunday morning, July 
19.  We also need help making copies of 
the tape, as these will be in demand by 
many of those in the show.  Please call 
Beth at 338-1676 or e-mail 
beth@ctcweb.net if you have an interest 
in assisting with this important aspect of 
the final production! 
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C.A.T.C.H.  
 

An important date on your summer calendar should be Saturday, August 15.  
Make a note of it right now: Jazz in the Park from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Jazz in the 
Park will include great food, great fellowship, great music, and a great mission op-
portunity.  An auction will be held, and the proceeds from that auction will be 
contributed to Project C.A.T.C.H.  Come for the fun; outbid your friends and 
help provide shelter for homeless families with children!! 

The Coupon Lady is Back!  
 

For many years, Marilyn Jennings 
has coordinated our efforts to provide 
help to the Menaul School—a Presbyte-
rian-related school in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico.  Menaul provides educa-
tion kindergarten through twelfth grade 
to students 50 percent of whom require 
financial assistance and 60 percent of 
whom identify themselves as (to use the 
standard Presbyterian term) racial-
ethnic.  It is a very special place with a 
long and rich history of service. 

The Campbell Soup Company and 
its associated brands have also for years 
provided educational support.  In their 
case, it’s through provision of grants 
based on a school’s collection of bar 
codes from the various products.  
Marilyn gathers in the bar codes from 

members and friends of First Presbyte-
rian and sends them on to Menaul each 
year. 

If you wish to know which of the 
various products are eligible, you can go 
to the following website:  http://www.
labelsforeducation.com/
eligibleproductsEN.aspx.  The site in-
cludes instructions on which part of 
product labels (or in some cases lids) 
are eligible; the company no longer ac-
cepts whole labels. 

And if you wish to provide Marilyn 
with lots of bar codes to send on to 
Menaul, you may leave them in an en-
velope in the library basket, which is on 
top of the set of shelves behind Char-
leen’s desk in the office area. 

Thanks to everyone who has con-
tributed in the past.  Keep those bar 
codes coming! 
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Session Notes  
 

During its regular meeting on May 18, 
2009, the Session: 

> Began discussing the membership of 
the Lindsay Hall Bui lding Group, 
which will oversee some aspects of the 
project.  A subcommittee of Terri Muse, 
Paul Shubin, George Coburn, and John 
Hicks will draft a charter of the group’s 
authority and responsibilities and will 
bring it back to the Session in June for a 
final decision. 

> Reviewed plans for the upcoming 
Capital Campaign, scheduled to begin 
in mid-September.  John Hicks said the 
group is developing a “case statement” of 
why the project is needed, to be used in 
campaign materials.  The Session added 
George Coburn, convenor of the Opera-
tions Commission, to the membership of 
the Capital Campaign committee. 

> Discussed the Personnel Commit-
tee’s report on the evaluation of Mark 
Davis, which was compiled from re-
sponses to a survey given to church lead-
ership and to a random sample of the 
congregation, and from responses sub-
mitted by other interested persons.  Al-
though a more detailed report will be 
made at a later date, the initial response 
indicated high satisfaction with Mark’s 
Sunday sermons, listening skills, represen-
tation of the church in the Boise commu-
nity, and effect on the personal spiritual 
growth of members of the congregation.  
Also included in the report were several 
committee recommendations to imple-
ment suggestions made by respondents to 
the survey. 

> Heard a report on the Food Pantry 
project.  Peggy Bohl said that initially, the 

food pantry will be open only on Monday 
evenings.  Already space has been cleared 
for the project and shelves are being built 
for food supplies. 

> Continued its personal outreach 
efforts by reviewing a list of names of 
people who have not been seen in church 
for some time.  Michael Civiello asked 
Session members to agree to call some of 
the “missing” and talk to them about why 
they were attracted to First Presbyterian 
in the first place, why they changed their 
minds, what they liked about the church 
and what they thought could be im-
proved, and so on. 

> Reviewed the status of Facilities 
Commission projects, including installa-
tion of a security alert system, the sanctu-
ary lighting upgrade, and installation of an 
emergency door on the sixth floor of the 
Christian Education Building.  Also under 
way is a quilt drapery design for the con-
ference room to reduce the sounds com-
ing from the fourth-floor day-care opera-
tions. 

> Updated itself on the status of  
the First Presbyterian Disaster  
Preparedness Task Force, which has 
already met for an orientation and plan-
ning session.  Joe Galey said the group’s 
next meeting will include a session with a 
Homeland Security representative to talk 
about similar efforts. 

       Lindy High 
       Clerk of Session 

 
Elders of the Month for July are 

Bonnie Lind, 484-7551, and Paul Shubin, 
433-0904. 
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1st Presbyterian 

News from Troop 33  
 

In July, the Troop will meet on the 7th, 
14th, and 21st.  From July 28 through Au-
gust 1, the Troop will be attending sum-
mer camp at Camp Melita Island on Flat-
head Lake in Montana.  Travel days will be 
on July 27 and August 2. 

In August, the Troop will meet on the 
4th, 18th, and 25th.  From August 11 to 
16, the older Scouts will do a 50-mile hike 
in the White Cloud Mountains.  Toward 
the end of the hike the younger Scouts will 
meet up with the hikers for part of the 
hike. 

The Troop meets in Lindsay Hall base-
ment on most Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  For 
more information call Brian Anderson, 
Scoutmaster, at 389-4742 or Bill Haren-
berg, Charter Organization Representative, 
at 344-2369.  Check out the Troop’s web 
site at www.boisetroop33.org. 
 
Faith Forest  
 

The children’s Sunday school program, 
Faith Forest, has ended for the 08-09 year 
and is gearing up for the 09-10 year.  We 
are currently doing a program evaluation.  
Please pray for us as we review the past 
four years of the program and plan for the 
upcoming years. 

The Rev. Dr. Ruth Hicks is writing and 
compiling the curriculum for the 09-10 
lessons.  If you see her, please be sure to 
thank her!  Please also prayerfully consider 
how you can be involved with and support 
the Faith Forest program in the upcoming 
year.  We are planning an informational/
training meeting on Sunday, August 30, 
from 11:00 to 1:00.  Please save the date! 

 

If you have question or ideas or would 
like to chat about the Faith Forest pro-
gram, please contact Joanna Dunn or 
Nikki Cooley.  We’d love to hear from 
you. 

 
Friends In Action  
Offers a New Program  
 

Feeling stretched as a caregiver? 
A family caregiver is anyone helping an 

older relative or friend with things he or 
she cannot do because of illness, frailty, or 
disability.  Caregivers are spouses, daugh-
ters, sons, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, 
friends, and neighbors.  You probably 
know many caregivers. 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is an 
educational series designed to provide 
caregivers with the tools they need to take 
care of themselves.  This program helps 
family caregivers reduce stress, improve 
self-confidence, communicate feelings bet-
ter, balance their lives, increase their ability 
to make tough decisions, and locate help-
ful resources. 

The series consists of six sessions held 
once a week.  Each class builds on the pre-
vious class as you develop your caregiver 
“toolbox.”  Two experienced and certified 
Class Leaders conduct the series.  Our 
Class Leaders are experienced caregivers 
themselves who have successfully applied 
the techniques they teach.  Interactive les-
sons, discussions, and brainstorming will 
help you take the “tools” you learn and 
put them into action for your life. 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers will be 
held at First Presbyterian this fall.  Stay 
tuned for more information, or call 
Friends in Action at 333-1363 to learn 
more. 
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The Church Family 

July 3   Karen Kolb 
July 4   Joe Galey 
            Joanna Dunn 
July 5   Mike Gress 
            Aaron Wood 
July 6   Noah Collins 
July 7   Marty Payne 
July 8   Jo Parris 
July 9   Bill Rutledge 
            Colleen Siebe 
            Paul Bohl 
            Lauren Christensen 
July 10 Jim Anderson 
July 12 Dick Thomas 
            Dave Naugler 
July 13 Mary Ellen Van Deusen 
            Gloria Salladay 
July 14 Cynthia Raymond 
            Ron ,Eardley 
            Barbara Ackley 
July 15 Connor Newcomb 
            Kylie Casper 
July 16 Genevieve Nutting 
July 17 JoAnn Thiry 
July 18 Yvette Ward 

July 19 Katherine Armstrong 
            Ron Jennings 
            Rachel Shubin 
            Andrew Palmer 
            Josef Szentes 
July 21 Skip Dautel 
            Kristina Anderson 
July 22 Isaac Wolstenholme 
            Isabella Collins 
July 23 Estelle Aldridge 
July 24 Louise Curtis 
            Marjorie Naugler 
            Sonya Severn 
            Mark Riley 
            Riley Ingalls 
July 25 Rebecca Nutting 
July 26 Edward Dunn 
            Rob Williams 
July 28 Delight Brislain 
            Brian Anderson 
July 29 Phil Drick 
July 31 Louise Ackley 
            Michael McLeod 
            Sam Gibson 
            Margaret Jones 

1st Presbyterian 

July Birthdays  

14 

I n Appreciation  
 

I want to thank everyone and the pastoral team 
for their prayers, cards, flowers, visits and tele-
phone calls during my recent surgery for cancer.  I 
really appreciate your concerns and thoughtfulness, 
especially JoAnn Thiry, who was at the hospital just 
prior to my going into surgery. 

       Lula Sortwell 
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WORSHIP NOTES  
 
The scriptures listed below are those from the 
Revised Common Lectionary, used by 
mainline Protestant denominations across the 
world.  They are often but not always the 
scriptures read during Sunday worship at 
First Church.  If you are interested in art that 
is relevant to the particular days in the liturgi-
cal calendar, check the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library’s lectionary website (http://divinity.
library.library.vanderbilt.edu/lectionary) for 
examples.  This is the website, produced by the 
library of Vanderbilt Divinity School at 
Vanderbilt University, from which we draw 
the lists of lessons. 
 
July 5, 2009 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
II Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 or Ezekiel 2:1-5 
Psalm 48 or Psalm 123 
II Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 

 
July 12, 2009 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 or Amos 7:7-15 
Psalm 24 or Psalm 85:8-13 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 
 
July 19, 2009 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a or Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 89:20-37 or Psalm 23 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 
July 26, 2009 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
II Samuel 11:1-15 or II Kings 4:42-44 
Psalm 14 or Psalm 145:10-18 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING  

 
Attendance includes all Sunday services and 
those on special days in the Church calendar 
(for example, Ash Wednesday and Christmas 
Eve) and services led by First Church at nurs-
ing homes.  Giving reflects donations to the on-
going work of the church, both pledges and un-
designated giving.  It does not include special 
offerings, designated donations (such as contri-
butions for the Sunday-morning flowers), or rent 
of First Church facilities. 
 
May 17, 2009 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Attendance - 227 
Giving - $5,218.54 

 
May 24, 2009 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Attendance - 164 
Giving - $5,911.00 
 
May 31, 2009 
Pentecost 
Attendance - 175 
Giving - $7,333.00 
 
June 7, 2009 
Trinity Sunday 
Attendance - 188 
Giving - $19,548 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

 

NON - PROFIT  
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID  
PERMIT NO. 

42  

THE FIRST PRESS  
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  
950 W. STATE ST.  
BOISE, ID 83702  

Return Service Requested  


