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Re Mark

On the Journey

dvent, you may recall from ex-

perience, is a time of preparation.

The scriptural theme is simple:
Stay Awake! The thinking behind this
simple idea is that we grow sleepy when it
comes to our expectation and our faith.
Advent is a kind of twofold expectation.
The first is the Incarnation, the second is
the Kingdom for which we pray.

Our common focus in this season is
Christmas— that is, the celebration of the
birth of Jesus. It is an odd sort of expec-
tation because the story of Jesus “birth is
among the most widely known, if not
widely understood, of all the stories one
can imagine. Christmas is not, of course,
the beginning of the story. The story of
the Incarnation flows forward from the
story of creation and the Christian under-
standing of the world in which we live.
One way to prepare for Christmas is to
cast an eye around and ask just what, in
the world, we might need saving from or
for what purpose we might in fact be
saved. | imagine that Christmas holds the
prospect that God hopes to find a place to
dwell not only out there in the world but
within us so that we might bear the Word
through our lives in the world. What do
we expect from a story that we believe we
already know?

The second expectation of Advent is
that we might lean forward into the prom-
ise of a new way of life, a kingdom of a
kind. This idea echoes in the dramatic
stories of the coming of the Son of Man, a
judge to render a verdict on our lives and
not merely an infant to draw our affection.

Stay Awake!

| recall as a child trying to stay awake.
| was warding off sleep in order to see the
reindeer, not the Word made flesh. Of
course no matter how hard 1 tried, I al-

ways fell asleep.
When | awoke on
Christmas morning
the night had
passed and | had
once again missed
Santa and the
sleigh, although the
disappearance of
the cookies and the empty glass of milk set
out the night before were confirmation
that he had come.

Staying awake and paying attention are
an invitation to a way of living. Perhaps it
seems odd, but this season is a time for
self-examination. What and whom have |
taken for granted? How might I more
deeply grow into Christ and into the love
of others? The season teases us with
questions, and many folks who rarely
come during the year will find themselves
drawn again into worship. They may have
difficulty even for that hour staying awake.
Given this, I am drawn to share with you
six practical tips for staying awake— drawn
from Ryn Gargulinski and his article
“How to Stay Awake at Church’’from the
website eHow— How to Do Just About
Everything. The ideas are pretty straight-
forward, although I have modified them
just a bit.

Sing. Those same studies that have
shown you can T keep your eyes open
when you sneeze have found you can 1 fall
asleep if you te singing. This does not
mean you should start piping tunes at ran-
dom, but sing along with the rest of the
congregation when the time is right.

Count things. Unless you are in the front
pew, you Tl have a grand view of things to
count. These include the backs of bald
heads, grey hair, ugly perms, nice perms,
wigs, glasses, and bored children.




1st Presbyterian

Gaze at the surroundings. Most churches
are outfitted with some kind of adornment,
from stained glass to a giant crucifix. Draw
on your own knowledge of art and literature
to recall where these items are mentioned or
depicted in classic works.

Use the alphabet. Again gaze at your sur-
roundings, but this time name as many art-
ists/authors/rockbands as you can that start
with the same letter as the item at which you
are gazing. For instance, a statue of Jesus,
which begins with “J,”’may give you the fol-
lowing results: Jackson Pollock/James
Joyce/Jethro Tull. Give yourself double
points for answers like “James Joyce”that
uses the letter twice.

Use your imagination to translate church-speak
into regular English. For example, when the
minister says “incarnation”’you can think
“here is the beef.”” Or when you hear “go in
the communion of the Holy Spirit””’you can
think “1 guess I am not alone after all.””

Pray. Yes, God listens to all prayers, es-
pecially ones as noble as staying awake at
church.

In summary: Sing, look around, reflect on
what you have learned elsewhere and how it
fits with what you hear in church, be creative
and draw connections and pray.

Staying awake isn T just an issue in the
church. The music in the mall and the re-
lentless televised “holiday specials’’range
from the inspiring to the insipid. It is tempt-
ing to withdraw from it all. 1 wonder what
might happen if we made a special commit-
ment to read the newspaper more thor-
oughly in Advent with an eye to keeping
awake and learning more about the joys and
the sorrows of people in all of God 3 world.
How might our prayers and preparation for
Christmas change just a bit if we stayed
awake to the news from Iraq and Afghani-
stan, Wall Street and State Street in Boise?
Stay awake in the church and in the world!

You will read elsewhere in this edition of

First Press about our worship services during
Advent. You may want to participate for the
first time in our service “From Darkness
into Light.”> On Christmas Eve we will wor-
ship at 5:00 p.m. in a service more directed
towards families with younger children. At
9:00 p.m. our service of lessons and carols
will provide ample opportunity to sing and
to pray. The 11:00 p.m. service of Holy
Communion will have a slower, quieter pace
and is a remarkable time for contemplation
and personal reflection. Enjoy the season,
cultivating open hearts, open minds, and en-
quiring spirits, and benefit from the use of
imagination, humor, and love.

Blessings and peace,

M ark
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Looking at Christmas
in a New Way

I was going through some files in my
office, one marked “read”’and one
marked “fead again.”” As | glanced
through the file marked “fead again”’|
found a number of interesting things, in-
cluding some notes received from differ-
ent folks over the years, some passages of
scripture that have particular meaning for
me, and a summary of a Christmas story
about a Christmas tree decorating compe-
tition that had taken place between sev-
eral high schools in a large city. One of
the schools was a poor school and could
not afford much of a tree, let alone any
fancy decorations. The teacher who was
the advisor to the tree-decorating project
suggested that they hang their sad-looking
crooked little tree upside down and deco-
rate it with homemade ornaments and a
sign challenging all to turn Christmas up-
side down that year. He went on to sug-
gest to his students that they rethink the
meaning of Christmas in their lives.

With the deadline for the December
First Press fast approaching and gentle e-
mail reminders from Judy Austin, our pa-
tient and dedicated editor, | considered
some different possibilities: pastoral care
in stress-filled times, the coming season
of Advent, the season of Christmas and
all that comes with it... and then I remem-
bered the story about turning Christmas
upside down.

What a great idea: not hanging the tree
upside down, necessarily, but thinking
about Christmas, preparing for Christmas
in a different way— perhaps upside down
or at least tipped on its side from the
usual. Tipped on its side from the typical

Christmas hustle and /

bustle, the rushing [ 9
about, the shopping and |I P
shopping and shopping, |
the decorating, all the
things that make us A
stressed and tired and

crabby with our families, with our friends,
and with ourselves.

How would it change our experience if
we thought of Christmas in terms of
Christmas care? If we approached Christ-
mas from the perspective of caring for
our families in a different way, caring for
our neighbors, for those less fortunate,
for those in care centers, for those who
labor on our behalf, and, not to be forgot-
ten, caring for ourselves?

In a time of economic stress for many
of our neighbors and friends and perhaps
for ourselves, we might consider downsiz-
ing the commercial aspect of Christmas.
We could spend less time shopping at the
mall, fighting the traffic and the crowds.
The time that is saved from navigating
through the holiday shoppers could be
spent making goodies and simple decora-
tions or homemade gifts to take to a
neighbor or your local fire station or to
leave for your mail carrier or the folks
who pick up the trash every week. You
might find that you and your children or
grandchildren have time to visit one or
two of the folks from our faith commu-
nity who live in care centers, to take them
a treat, or read a Christmas story or play
some hingo.

What a clear message of the love, the
joy, the peace, the hope that is truly the
heart of the Christmas season. What a
clear message of caring to instill in our
children and grandchildren. What a
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loving Christian witness to our friends
and neighbors.

And don T forget about yourself. Take
time to breath; make time to sit in quiet,
pondering the blessings in your life. Per-
haps keep an Advent journal and at the
end of each day write down at least one
wonderful thing that happened that day.
Make time to use the Advent devotional
book distributed by the Christian Forma-
tion Team. A wonderful way to end the
day, reading, praying, writing; if you make
this your practice during this Advent and
Christmas season, you will feel the stress
and the tension of the day melt away; you
will sleep better, and Christmas will take
on new meaning for you and those you
care about.

Blessings and peace,

JoOANN

From the Editor fect or as e-mails, to austin_bott@rmci.
net. If your story includes a picture

The deadline for the December is-  or other graphic, please send it as a

sue of First Press is Wednesday, Decem- separate file as well as within the

ber 10. If you will have a problem get- story itself; that gives the layout

ting material to me by the 10th, please people more flexibility. Stories can

contact me in advance of the dead-  also be put as “hard copy”in the First

line. I am leaving on the 17th to at- Press folder attached to the desk in the

tend Dick Terry 3 memorial service and outer church office.

visit family, so | need to sign off on the If you have any questions, concerns,

December issue by the 14th. Of or ideas, please don T hesitate to e-mail

course, early submissions are ALWAYS me at the above address, call me at 327-

very welcome indeed; don T hesitate to 0053, or write me at 6508 Hummel

send articles whenever you think of Drive, Boise 83709.

something that ought to be in First Thank you!

Press, and it Tl go into files right away. Judy Austin
Material can be sent electronically,

as separate files in Word or WordPer-
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Joanna

Four Years *Journey

Four years ago about the middle of Decem-
ber a van broke down on the highway in the
middle of nowhere, lowa. The family gathered
around to make some decisions. Since there
were two vehicles, it was decided to call some
friends (who lived in lowa but nowhere near)
to come and assist the family. Many hours
later the family was back on the road in one
van and half of their traveling items. That was
two days into a new journey that began with
leaving friends, colleagues, schools, comfort,
and safety— the life we knew.

Looking back four years on, this journey is
amazing! 1 believe I am here to live the Gospel
message and to share it in as many ways and
with as many people as possible! Serving the
First Church community has allowed me to
explore new and refine old ways of sharing the
Gospel. We have tried some things, challenged
some things, failed at some attempts, and had
some successes— meaning it caught on! And
in it all, relationships built and changed.

One of those successes and relationships is
the Parents and Children fellowship group. It
did not happen overnight but instead took a
number of false starts and re-workings to get
to where we are now. We are a group of fami-
lies who gather together monthly for potluck,
fellowship, conversation, and fun. Each
month a family hosts and provides the paper
products and generally a main dish, and every
other family brings a dish to share. Conversa-
tions are about church or theology, family or
kids, jobs or busy-ness, or whatever else is on
people 3 minds. Kids of course are playing,
with the older kids, caring for the younger, and
everyone having a great time. | think I can
safely say that there are some true relationships
and care that either began here or were/are
strengthened here.

Another relationship that has gone through
some changes, challenges, and joys is the rela-
tionship between First Church and the YMCA.

teams with folks from the
YMCA. During these dis-
cussions, we have gotten to
know folks better, listened carefully, agreed
and disagreed, and gotten to know more about
one another— our and their missions, desires,
programs, and realities. From these relation-
ships, Mike and I continue to follow what Skip
and | did— meet with onsite YMCA staff to
continue building a strong relationship. We
have just finalized with signatures a new lease
that began this past September. Included in
this new lease are some items that may be of
interest to the First Church community. Our
old lease included items that were seldom used
by First Church, like use of the downtown
YMCA for six church events per year. | be-
lieve we may have done this eight to ten times
in four years.

Our new agreement includes the following:

Four First Church nights with special activi-
ties hosted by the YMCA for members and
friends, with an additional day pass for all at-
tendees;

a waiver of the joining fee for any member
of First Church;

one First Church youth group night per
month;

monthly activities for senior members and
friends;

day passes for any visiting groups from
First Church; and

recognition of the contributions of First
Church to its childcare program as a partner in
the YMCA CEO newsletter.

Members of First Church will also have
preferential treatment on the waiting list for
Children 3 Village and the 9th Street Childcare.

How this all happens is still being worked
on between the YMCA staff and First Church
staff (primarily me) so that we have smooth
communication.




®%] shared joys and tears, faith and fears. God 3

The Women 3 retreat is another one of
those ways to share the Gospel and build rela-
tionships. We just had our third one, with
twenty participants, at a terrific place in
McCall. Talk about trials, challenges, and suc-
cesses. It is one strong reminder that with
God 3 help everything is possible. We have a
unique group of women who attend from all
walks of life with all sorts of experiences,
ideas, and ages. Many had attended before
and several were new to this women 3 retreat.
We study together, eat together, live together,
and play together— what a way to journey and
grow together! Ask one of the women how it
was. (PS: Sorry, men3 retreaters: | dont at-
tend so | cant speak to it!)

The last success | want to point to is
RUSH, the 9th—12th grade youth group. Last
June, those young adults who were 9th grad-
ers when | arrived graduated from high
school. In the beginning, they challenged the
new kid (me) and they opened the doors of
their lives to the Lord and to me. In these
four years, many of us have traveled together,
shared joys and tears, faith and fears, journeys
and struggles. They grew together— not al-
ways at the same time or in the same way, but
they built relationships with one another, with
God, and with the world. These relationships
were not overnight; they started, grew,
changed, and continue changing with each
new person, new year, graduation, and experi-
ence. These are committed to their commu-
nity.

Four years have passed; | have grown and
changed, challenged and been challenged,

not done with me nor with you. Instead, op-
portunities emerge to build God 3 kingdom
and share the Gospel by taking the time to
build relationships through prayer, study,
work, and worship— living and being in com-
munity like those of the early church:

Acts 2:42-47 (The Message)

That day about three thousand took him
at his word, were baptized and were signed
up. They committed themselves to the teach-
ing of the apostles, the life together, the com-
mon meal, and the prayers. Everyone around
was in awe— all those wonders and signs
done through the apostles! And all the be-
lievers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding
everything in common. They sold whatever
they owned and pooled their resources so that
each person 3 need was met. They followed a
daily discipline of worship in the Temple fol-
lowed by meals at home, every meal a celebra-
tion, exuberant and joyful, as they praised
God. People in general liked what they saw.
Every day their number grew as God added
those who were saved.

Can we this year commit ourselves to
building our relationships with God, one an-
other, and the world? Those relationships
won T all look or be the same, but they will be
our community of faith. There is much good
happening; get involved; get to know your
neighbor in the pew and beyond. Maybe it3
quilters, or Bible study, “guess who 3 coming
to dinner,””PAC fellowship, teaching, or a
mission trip— or something we don 1 yet
know about! The van broke down— it could
have been a bad sign to a new beginning! It
wasn 1. Thanks be to God for all of you, for
your faith, your commitment and love!

Blessings this Advent and Christmas sea-
son!

Blessings and peace,

Joanna
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SPECIAL DECEMBER HAPPENINGS!

Bells A-ringing -- Brass Music A-blaring
Chancel Choir A-blazing -- Joyful Noise A-jingling
Organ Music Abounding -- Praise Team A-praising

Preaching Amazing -- Soloists Abounding

Christmas Eve — December 24

5PM — Tomie DePaola’ “/An Early American Christmas””
(Video presentation with lots of singing and Joyful Noise)
9 PM — Lessons and Carols
(The Chancel Choir, soloists, and lots of singing by you)
11 PM — Communion

December 28

The Christmas portion of Handel 3 “Messiah”will be presented at a single 11 AM service.
Beth Scherfee is the musical director.

Candlelight Tour of Downtown Boise 3 Historic Houses of Worship
3-6 PM
These events are wonderful for your neighbors and house guests! Bring them to
“Messiah”’in the morning, then come listen to the music and see the decorations at the
seven churches right in our neighborhood.

Today | received a follow-up e-mail from the supervisor of The India Children3
Choir. Inviting Church Ministry presented them in a public concert here September 20.
The idea was to offer our church children, as well as the community, a concert that would
offer motivation and appreciation for spiritual and musical accomplishment. The concert
was all of that and more.

Here are two comments from the supervisor:

“The love offering for our Bible distribution will help us print, wrap, and mail 87
New Testaments to families in India who have never had God 3 Word before. This is an
awesome evangelistic outreach for your church. Please pray for these 87 Indian families
who will receive a New Testament during this next month.

“2.. 3 families in your church signed up to sponsor a needy child to attend one of
our 60 Christian schools in India. This will be a life changing experience for these chil-
dren and their families. Any of these children could turn out to be another Rochunga or
Mawii Pudaite for their generation.””




Welcome to New Members!

Five folks were welcomed into mem-
bership at First Church on November 9.
Please take a moment to greet:

Jean Campbell, who moved to Boise
to be near her son. She was very active in
her previous church for many years and
helped lead both Presbyterian Women and
Church Women United. She was also ac-
tive in the Ones— a ladies >group that met
for lunch once a month— and participated
in mission trips to Israel and France as
well as a Monday-morning group that had
Bible study on the beach!

Mark and Kim Liebich, who have
lived in Boise since 1999. They have two
children, Jordan (9) and Derek (6), and
they enjoy camping, fly fishing, flying, and
skiing. Kim is a board member of the
Idaho Women 3 Charitable Foundation,
and Mark is president of the board of
Life 3 Kitchen.

Michael Fisch and Kelly Wederen
enjoy the outdoors— camping, skiing, hik-
ing, and traveling— with Savannah.

1st Presbyterian
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News from Troop 33

In December, the Troop will meet on
the 2nd, 9th, and 16th. On the 6th we
will be meeting to plan the Troop 3 pro-
gram for 2009. There will be no camp-
out in December.

In January, the Troop will meet on
the 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th. The Janu-
ary campout will be at Camp Morrison
on the 17th and 18th.

The Troop meets in Lindsay Hall
basement on most Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
For more information call Brian Ander-
son, 389-4742, or Bill Harenberg, 344-
2369, and check out the Troop 3 web site
at www.boisetroop33.org.

News from Pack 33

Pack 33 held its October pack meet-
ing with a theme of “/Adventures in
Books.”” We had a children 3 book drive
in which our pack of about 25 brought in
over 300 books that were donated to the
Head Start Program in Boise. The pack
meeting also consisted of a visit from
Abraham Lincoln (aka Cydney Shubin),
who entered to the music of “Hail to the
Chief.”” It was a fun evening for all.

Thank you to all who pre-ordered
greenery from Pack 33. Watch for your
orders to arrive the first Sunday in De-
cember. There will be extras to purchase
if you didn T get your order in. We thank
you for your continued support.

Cydney Shubin
Cubmaster

Word from Camp Sawtooth

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Six years ago God answered a prayer
and called us to be the Directors of
Camp Sawtooth. We had no idea the
wonderful adventure we were about to
embark on. We have been incredibly
blessed to share the gospel with thou-
sands of youth, work side by side with
fellow Christians, and plan for Camp
Sawtooth 3 future with the CS Board of
Directors. As of December 31, 2008, we
will be stepping down as the Directors of
Camp Sawtooth. It was a difficult deci-
sion but one we feel has been affirmed
by God.

Just as God called us to the ministry
of Camp Sawtooth, He very quickly se-
lected the new Directors: Dave and
Marcie Paul of Sterry Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church in Roswell. Dave and
Marcie will step into the Co-Directors?
positions in 2009. They have spent
countless hours working at Camp
Sawtooth these past few months, training
several weeks over the summer, and are
already setting up office and preparing
for the 2009 camp season. Dave and
Marcie have a heart for God and soon
will be sending you exciting news about
Camp Sawtooth.

It has been an honor and privilege to
serve the best ministry in Idaho. Camp
Sawtooth has made an impact on us that
will last our lifetime.

God Bless Ya Twice!!
Ted and Debbie Davis
Camp Sawtooth Co-Directors
2003-2008
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From the Library

In one of Henri J. M. Nouwen 3 book-
lets of Advent meditations, he uses Mat-
thew 1:20-21 to advise: “Do not be
afraid.”” The angel came to Joseph with
those words to reassure him about marry-
ing Mary. At numerous other times in the
Bible, messengers of God remind people:
“Do not be afraid.”” At this fear-
provoking time in our world, we need to
hear and heed this message of God 3 love.

There are books in the library that can
help in all seasons but especially at this
Advent to Christmas season.

Preparing for Jesus, by Walter Wangerin,
Jr., contains meditations on the coming of
Christ— Advent, Christmas, and the King-
dom. It “takes you day by day through the
major events and characters leading up to
the birth of Jesus.””

A Christmas Longing, by Joni Eareckson
Tada. “Paralyzed since a diving accident in
1967, Joni paints with her mouth and
writes with her heart.”” This book of
Christmas meditations can inspire you
through Advent and Christmas.

Christ in the Carols, by Christopher and
Melodie Lane, includes thirty-one devo-
tionals for Christmas and Advent. Take a
fresh look at some of the carols as a source
of holiday meditation.

Christmas Memories, compiled by Terry
Meeuwen, includes memories of Christ-
mases past shared by women of all walks
of life, recalling special events from past
and present plus ideas for future times
worth remembering for generations.

The Jesse Tree, by Raymond and
Georgene Anderson, contains stories and
symbols of Advent. This book describes
and gives directions for creating a family

Jesse tree. You will need to create or trace
(copy) the symbols, since these can T be cut
out. Each page in the book has a symbol
with a scripture and lesson on the back for
each day in Advent.

Adult fiction includes The Handmaid and
the Carpenter, by Elizabeth Berg, which
“transports us to Nazareth in biblical times
to re-imagine the events of the classic
Christmas story.”” The author portrays a
serious young carpenter, the steadfast
young Mary, and the mysterious circum-
stances of the birth of their child.

Among the many children 3 books of
fiction for this season are:

Mr. Willoughby 3 Christmas Tree, by
Robert Barry, a beloved tale of an amazing
tree that pleased numerous characters.

Mystery in the Stable, by Lisa Flinn and
Barbara Younger, a tale of two children
who were present in the stable that won-
drous night.

Christmas Day in the Morning, by Pearl S.
Buck. A young farm boy gives his father
an unexpected but much appreciated
Christmas gift.

These are just a few of the many books
for young-to-old to be found in the library
to enjoy during this special season and
start of the new church year.

Peace to all!

Kathleen McClenahan
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Darkness into Light Service

On Friday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m.
we will gather in the chapel for a Dark-
ness into Light worship service. With the
approaching season in the church and in
society, it is important to remember that
Advent and the coming of Christmas are
filled with a tension between joy and sad-
ness, excitement and sorrow, hopeful an-
ticipation and feelings of regret. It is not
the same for everyone, and for some it is
a combination of all of the above. Our
gathering on December 19 is meant to
acknowledge those feelings and bring
some light and hope to a season that is
sometimes sad and difficult.

To feel or express grief, sorrow, regret
is a sign of both honest faith and resolute
hope. When we worship together, we
bring with us our experience in our lives
and our experience in the world, from our
most profound joys to our most painful
sorrows. Darkness into Light liturgy al-
lows us to express the whole range of our
experience in light of the message of the
gospel. Nicholas Wolterstorff, professor
of philosophical theology at Yale Divinity
School, wrote: “thoughtful worship ex-
presses the trumpets of joy, the ashes of
repentance, and the tears of lament. >”

When we gather on December 19 we
will begin worship in near darkness; as
worship continues with scripture and
prayer and song, progressively more can-
dles will be lit until the entire chapel is lit
with candlelight. The service is intended
to remind us that even in the midst of our
personal sadness, our concern for the
world, our regret for things done or left
undone, we can find our way into the
light of Christ— to open our hearts to ex-
press our gratitude for the signs of God 3
love, for the signs of God 3 work in the

world, and for the promise of hope that is
ours in the coming of Christ, the light of
the world.

If this is a sad time for you, if you feel
overwhelmed by the commercialism of
the season, if life is difficult because of
the economy and state of the world, if
you simply want to pray for peace, we
hope you will join us for a service of
hope.

Nita Sherrill, Erma Janzen, Jan
Scripps, JOAnn Thiry, Michael Civiello

Christian Formation for
Adults

The following Sunday classes for
adults are planned over the next few
months; please note them on your calen-
dar and join other members and friends
of First Church in learning more about
our faith.

Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who
Wiaited: November 30, December 7, 14,
21, 10:05-10:55, Conference Room

Discovering the Bible Together (continuing;
new members welcome), facilitated by
Louise Ackley, 9:05-9:55, Room 604;
come 2009, this class will focus on
“Studies on the Gospel of John: Encoun-
ters with Jesus™”

The Book of Order— Presbyterian Polity,
facilitated by the Rev. John Pickrell, Janu-
ary 4, 11, 18, 25, 10:05-10:55 Conference
Room

The Belhar Confession— A Possible New
Confession for the Presbyterian Church (USA),
facilitated by Mike Thomas, February 1,
8, 15, 22, 10:05-10:55 Conference Room

Pausing on the Road to Jerusalem (Lenten
study), March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5,
10:05-10:55, Conference Room
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Clergy Evaluations

During the congregational meeting in
August, a question arose about how Pas-
tor Mark 3 work is evaluated. As | men-
tioned at that time, one of the tasks of the
Personnel Committee this year is to de-
velop a formal evaluation process and
then do an evaluation of Mark. To keep
you up-to-date on our progress, | want to
let you know that we have been working
diligently to develop a survey for this pur-
pose. We will be selecting a scientifically
valid random sample out of the church
membership roll, and after the first of the
year we will send out the survey to the in-
dividuals who have been selected. You
will be hearing more about this project at
that time, so this is just a brief update to
let you know that the development proc-
ess is well under way and the evaluation is
scheduled for January 2009.

Bonnie Lind
Convener, Personnel Committee

Looking for a Little Calm?

Do you ever find yourself over-
whelmed or at least stressed with the
shopping, decorating, baking, parties, hus-
tle, and bustle that intensify as Christmas
draws closer? So do we!

Join us for a three-week series in-
tended to find some peaceful moments
during this hectic holiday season. Begin-
ning on Thursday, December 4, at 7:00
p.m. and continuing for three consecutive
Thursdays, we will meet in the chancel
area of the sanctuary. During our time
together we will share in prayerful reflec-
tions on Advent and the Christmas sea-

son. Join us as together we find some

peace and calm in the midst of a hectic

time. Child care will be provided.
Margit Donhowe and JoAnn Thiry

Have You Heard of Silver
Sneakers?

Under our new lease with the YMCA,
First Church may have access to this late-
morning fitness class next door. If youte
interested in finding out more, please call
Nancy Adrian at 345-2244. In January
she 1l start investigating and then working
out. Shed love some company!

In Memory

Please join us on December 20 at
11:00 AM for a memorial service giving
thanks for the life of the Rev. Richard
Terry. Dick was a beloved pastor in our
church, and his recent death draws to a
close a life rich in Christian witness. Our
service of witness to the resurrection is a
time to sing and pray and give thanks to
God for Dick Terry.

The service will be followed by a no-
host luncheon at a downtown restaurant
where we can continue our sharing and
fellowship.
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C.A.T.C.H.

YOU are needed! January will
mark the first anniversary of our
congregation 3 participation in C.A.T.C.H. (Charitable Assistance to Community
Homeless). We have been providing $650 per month to pay the rent for one fam-
ily.

You are needed! Give a gift to this program. Pledge to give some amount
each month. Communicate your support in the comment section of your weekly
registration slip.

A Wider Audience

Some time ago, we were pleased to
report that Susan Hylen, a member of the
faculty at VVanderbilt University who grew
up at First Church, had written a book on
the Gospel of John published by West-
minster/John Knox Press.

Now Susan has reached a wider audi-
ence. The November 3 issue of Sports
Illustrated includes an article by Mark
Bechtel entitled “Revenge of the Nerds.””
Bechtel writes about various colleges and
universities best known for their aca-
demic prowess who are also turning out
pretty good football teams. His focus is
the Duke-Vanderbilt game on October
25, played at Vanderbilt and won by
Duke. (In the interests of full disclosure:
your editor is a Duke alum— as is Susan 3
husband.) In an effort to understand
how “geeks are inheriting the turf,””
Bechtel turned to three Vandy faculty
members: professors of philosophy, as-
tronomy, and...religion! Having re-
quested permission from Sports Illustrated
to quote her remarks, we share them with
you:

“There are a couple of things in the

Book of Revelation about the end time
that pop up again and again. One is that
the order of the universe is disrupted—
the sun is dark, and the moon turns to
blood. And the other is that the great
and powerful are brought low. When
Vanderbilt plays Duke and anyone is no-
ticing, you could certainly take that as
evidence that the ways of the universe
have been disrupted.””

You bet!

Christmas Potluck
and Ornament Exchange

This annual event, sponsored by Ice-
breakers, will be held at 6:30 p.m. on De-
cember 13 at the home of Janet
Adolphsen, 404 Cashmere Road (in the
Highlands). Attendees are asked to bring
a potluck dish, a can of food for dona-
tion to the Foodbank, and a white ele-
phant Christmas ornament for the orna-
ment exchange. For more information,
or to receive a food assignment, please
call Peggy Bohl at 376-2590 or Lynn
Gress at 322-4029.
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Per Capita Charge

In the letter included with the quar-
terly giving statements, the per capita
charge was mentioned. “Per capita is an
opportunity for all communicant mem-
bers of the Presbyterian church through
the governing bodies to participate
equally, responsibly, and interdependently
by sharing the cost of coordination and
evaluation of mission; and of performing
ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial func-
tions that identify a Reformed Church,
while at the same time strengthening the
sense of community among all Presbyteri-
ans”” (General Assembly Minutes, Part I,
1995). In other words, this is an annual
charge assessed to each congregation by
the Presbyterian Church (USA), and it
supports the General Assembly as well as
the work of presbyteries and synods and
serves as a way to hold Presbyterians to-
gether. The proposed amount for the up-
coming year is $24.54. Of that amount,
54 percent supports Boise Presbytery, 21
percent supports the Synod of the Pacific,
and 25 percent supports General Assem-
bly. First Church supports the per capita
at the first of each calendar year. We are
grateful when you, as members of this
church, can partner with the church by
giving your per capita charge as a gift to
the church. These gifts are a substantial
savings to our church.

Kathy Bilderback
Church Bookkeeper

CROP

Thank you to everyone who supported
the annual CROP walk by walking for
pledges or sponsoring someone who did.

It was a beautiful October afternoon, and
we raised a lot of money to help fight
hunger here in the Treasure Valley and
around the world.

Adopt-A-Family

This is your opportunity to help the
Deacons and the International Rescue
Committee provide Christmas gifts for
individuals from around the world who
have recently relocated to Boise. Please
stop by the Christmas tree located in the
garden room to choose a gift suggestion.

Friendship Dinner Update

We served 110 folks Thursday, No-
vember 6 at the Friendship Dinner. We
received several expressions of gratitude
and compliments on the food quality and
variety. Thanks to everyone for help.

Can You Help?

Peggy Bohl recently became aware of a
single mother of four, a refugee from
Bosnia, who just lost her job and needs a
car to drive her children to school. If
anyone could help with either of these
needs, please call Peggy at 376-2590.
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Report from Reflections

Dear Friends,

It3 been a while since we last sent out a
newsletter article update— things have been
moving so fast around Reflections lately that
it seems like we hardly have time to sit down
and write. The Lord has been doing some
amazing things in and through the ministry of
Boise Presbytery 3 newest church, and we are
so grateful. We held a summer food drive
called “Fill the Burb’”in which we filled the
back of a Chevy Suburban and later donated
the food to the Meridian Food Bank. We
capped our summer with our annual all-
church pool party at a nearby subdivision
pool/clubhouse, and we packed the place! It
was a blast.

Our fall has been great thus far! WeTte
running an ALPHA course and The Marriage
course simultaneously, and both have been
well attended by folks within the body as well
as from the surrounding community. One of
them from the ALPHA course said this about
her experience: “1 was able to get a lot of
support and have a prayer group right there at
my disposal. It also allowed for the opportu-
nity for God to speak directly to me. I not
sure if anyone told you the story of my ex-
perience at ALPHA, but it was pretty power-
ful for me and | would love to tell you about
it sometime... . | know you can T possibly
know how much of a blessing that you and
the congregation of Reflections Church have
been for my husband and I, but we just want
you to know how much we appreciate you
and everyone else for making us feel like fam-
ily.”

Speaking of family, several new families
have connected with the Reflections Church
family in recent weeks. 1t3 been really neat
to see new folks getting plugged in.

Like you, we too are gearing up for the
holidays— including our annual Operation
Christmas Child and Drop & Shop outreach ef-
forts. This year, we Te also planning on tak-

ing some groups caroling in nearby neighbor-
hoods and inviting folks to our Christmas
Eve service. Please pray for receptive hearts
and minds as we reach out in Christ3 love!

On another front, we continue to love and
care for the Ustick Road property we call
home (formerly known as “The Blue Box”).
We are so grateful to have a wonderful home
base, and we te pouring lots of TLC into the
property to be good stewards of this valuable
resource. One thing we ¥e noticed, however,
is that the original inexpensive chairs pur-
chased more than ten years ago are giving
out. They ¥e had a lot of wear and tear dur-
ing that time, and we need to replace them.
Within the Reflections Church body, we re-
cently kicked off our “Take-a-Seat”>campaign
to raise the almost $8,000 we need to pur-
chase enough comfortable seating for our
friends and guests. We Ve asked folks to take
on a U+2 approach— to buy enough chairs
for their family plus two guests. After only a
couple of weeks, we Ve already raised over
$2,000 internally. And we te hoping to see
the rest come in by year 3 end.

Several of our friends throughout the
presbytery have asked for practical ways that
they might be able to help Reflections grow.
One small way might be to help with our
“Take-a-Seat”’campaign. Each chair with
shipping costs about $50. If you would like
to make a year-end or Christmas gift to Re-
flections to help us replace our worn-out
seating, please send your check to: Reflec-
tions Church, P.C. (USA), Attn: Susie Dear-
dorff, Receiving Treas., 201 W Ustick Rd.,
Meridian, ID 83646 and write ““Take-a-Seat™”
in the memo section. We 1l be happy to send
a tax-deduction receipt at the end of the year.

In any event, thank you so much for all
your faithful prayers and support. We could-
n1 do it without you!

May the peace of Christ be with you this
Advent and Christmas season,

Your Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Reflec-
tions Church, P.C.(USA)
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Terry Memories view were, “1 dont know what | ™ doing
here, and my wife wishes | weren 1 here.””

Dick Terry died on September 23. His  They both were very comfortable in the

name may mean little to those who ¥e South Pasadena Church.
started attending First Church since 1987, (Editor 3 note: Dick said that he and
but his presence is still felt in many, many  Virginia regarded coming to First Church
ways. as doing mission work.)

Dick (and Virginia— you couldn 1
separate them) came to us in early 1977, Rhoby Swartley:
called as Stated Supply pastor because no In June 1977 our family moved to

one wished to make a long-term commit- ~ Boise. | set out with my two small boys
ment until the congregation was sure that ~ to find a new church home. As we set

it and Dick were a good “fit.”” The foot in First Church we were swept up
church had been through a very difficult immediately and led to Sunday School
time during the pastorate of the Rev. Roy  classes for all of us. People stopped and
Howes, in the course of which its mem- greeted us all morning long. One was a

bership had been halved, and those who tall, lovely woman who stopped me and
remained were still in a great deal of pain. ~ welcomed me and made me feel wonder-

Dick remained at First Church for al- ful about being there. | later learned she
most eleven years. His status was soon was Virginia Terry. Later on after the
changed to “talled pastor’’because it was ~ worship service, Dick Terry greeted me
clear that he was a “good fit*? his gifts in- very warmly. And, thereafter he always
cluded warmth and gentleness and wis- remembered my name and continued to
dom in full measure, and his gifts for make me feel welcomed. Such was the
healing were felt in many, many ways. atmosphere in our first experience at First
The following reminiscences come from Church. But, that was not the end of it.
members of First Church who (as you Members called me during the following
will see) remember Dick and Virginia week, and members visited me in our
with affection and gratitude. home that week too. | was overwhelmed.

| realized that this welcoming atmosphere

Ron Jennings: was a trickle-down event encouraged and

Rev. John Chandler was the stated modeled by Dick and Virginia Terry. The
supply in our congregation after the brief boys and I were hooked.
ministry of Rev. Bud Gildehaus. When And that pretty well sums up the Ter-
Rev. Chandler 3 time was about to end he  rys. They talked the talk and walked the
set up interviews with six Presbyterian walk. A couple of years later | was asked
ministers in the Los Angeles area. He to join the staff as a part-time Director of
and | flew down for two days and had a Christian Education. Thus began several
couple of hours with each of the six. years of working with Dick on a profes-

All of them were interested in what sional level, which was a great pleasure.
was going on, and what the potential was His support, enthusiasm, wisdom, and joy
for the congregation. 1 recall specifically in his profession were something to try to

that Dick Terry 3 first words in the inter- emulate and kept me going even when
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the going got tough. | cherish those years
and those memories. He was a very im-
portant part of my life and I miss him— |
miss them both. They were very special
people and | loved them.

Eloise Anderson:

Dick Terry was the right man at the
right time for First Church— at least he
was for me. | had always gone to church
but mostly I just knew my way from
Rowlett Rehearsal Hall to the Chancel. It
wasn T until “my*”church (via the Roy
Howes hallelujah regime) changed that |
realized church meant much more to me
than just singing in the choir. Pastor
Dick came to us, a gentle, low-key shep-
herd, and put us back together after the
hurtful split that left us groping for an-
swers and purpose.

For me he was also there when Doug
died, a steady, knowing, and caring prop
to lean on when everything was off bal-
ance and hard.

Besides, Dick and Virginia were such
fun. 1 was fortunate to have worked in
the office pretty regularly while they were
here, and to spend time with them on
special occasions after they had moved
on.

Barbara Quickstad:

How does one capture 10 1/2 years of
memories in a few sentences? Dick and
Virginia came to First Church at a time
when their healing touch was sorely
needed. In a very short time they en-
deared themselves to all of us.

In May 1981, Dick and Virginia led 35
of us on a Presbyterian Heritage tour, in
reverse, from Oban, Scotland, to Geneva,
Switzerland. We returned home steeped
in church history with memories to last us

a lifetime.

In April 1988, after Dick and Virginia
had left, Dick called and said they were
going to London and why didn T we meet
them there. My response: “For tea?””
Needless to say, we went and had a great
10 days, stayed in a Bed and Breakfast in
West London, traveled the “tube”’like old
pros, had Brit Rail passes so we went on
day trips, to York, Portsmouth, Windsor,
Hever Castle; went to the usual spots in
London, took in some shows, on the go
every day. Quentin and I had a hard time
keeping up with them. Their legs were
longer than ours! Oh, yes, we did go to
church on Sunday at St. Paul 3! So many
memories... .

Dick gave a title to most of his ser-
mons. Does anyone else remember
“Green Eggs and Ham’?

Very close to our family are two wed-
dings at which Dick officiated. He must
have done it right! Karen and David have
been married 27 years and Kris and Rich-
ard, 14 years.

We cherish these and many more
memories of Dick and Virginia and the
time spent with them.

Sharon Lamm

The first wedding that Dick did at
First Church was my father, Dwight
Lamm, and Gerry Merriam. Dick and
Virginia had been in Boise for two weeks
at the time. They joined our family and
friends for dinner following the wedding
in the chapel and the reception. The
wedding date was February 12, 1977, and
every year the four of them celebrated the
wedding anniversary together by going
out to dinner. My dad lived nine years.
On his last Christmas, I gave him a poo-
dle puppy to keep his mind off his illness,
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and Dick loved to come to visit and play
with the puppy on the floor. He and Vir-
ginia were a wonderful gift to First
Church.

Judy Austin

As | walked down the aisle to join
First Church in 1978 or 1979, Dick noted
that I was the first person to join from
another church in Boise for several
years— an acknowledgment both of what
had happened before he came and of a
new life to the congregation. He was
thereafter both dear friend and mentor;
he patiently led me into the work of the
presbytery (from which | haven T escaped
yet), he co-presided at each of my par-
ent 3 memorial services at Southminster,
and— following up on a pledge he made

when he and Virginia left— returned in
1993 to officiate at Don 3 and my wed-
ding. I was honored to be their guest
when they were in Los Alamitos, and we
visited with them in the Portland area be-
fore we were married.

After the presbytery meeting at which
we dismissed Dick, he and Virginia came
to dinner at my house. After we U eaten
(and, I cheerfully admit, consumed a cer-
tain amount of alcohol), Virginia began
clearing the table and rinsing dishes. |
tried my best to dissuade her; she was, af-
ter all, my guest. Dick just shook his
head and said “1t 3 okay, she cant help
it.””

What wonderful people... and what
wonderful examples of love— of each
other, of us, and of God!

Candlelight Tour of Downtown
Boise's Historic Houses of Worship

el P il

Sunday, December 28" 3 — 6 pm

A free walking tour of seven downtown clurches,

Start at First Presbyterian Cloaeh and follow the huninarias.
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To purchase one or more poinsettias for Advent decorations to be
delivered to a shut-in or picked up following the 11:00 Christmas
Eve Service, please fill out this form and include a check for $9.50
per plant. If you would like your dedication printed in the bulletin
please return your order by Dec. 16.

Name

# of plants $ attached

Dedication (Please print)

Deliver to a shut-in
OR
| will pick up following the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Service

Please put this form in an offering envelope with your check so
money and order stay together. Thank you!
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Advent, Christmas Calendar

First Sunday in Advent: November 30
Worship: 8:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM

10:05 AM Class: Advent through the Eyes of
Those Who Waited

Thursday, December 4
7:00 PM: Advent Prayer Class

Second Sunday in Advent: December 7
Worship: 8:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM

10:05 AM Class: Advent through the Eyes of
Those Who Waited

Thursday, December 11
7:00 PM: Advent Prayer Class

Third Sunday in Advent: December 14
Worship 8:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM

10:05 AM Class: Advent through the Eyes of
Those Who Waited

Thursday, December 18
7:00 PM: Advent Prayer Class

Friday, December 19
7:00 PM: Darkness Into Light Service

Fourth Sunday in Advent: December 21
Worship: 8:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM

10:05 AM Class: Advent through the Eyes of
Those Who Waited

Christmas Eve:

Wednesday, December 24

5:00 PM Family Service:

“An Early American Christmas™”
9:00 PM Lessons and Carols
11:00 PM Christmas Communion

Sunday, December 28
11:00 AM Worship: “Messiah””

Session Notes

At its regular meeting on October 27,
the Session:

wapproved for membership in First
Church Mark and Kim Leibech, Michael
Fisch, Kelly Wederen, and Jean Campbell;

@ continued the process of updating
the membership rolls, determining that
those in assisted-living and care centers
and at college will be retained as active
members even though they are not regu-
larly in attendance;

wapproved authorizing the Capital
Campaign committee to initiate a con-
tract with the fund-raising company of
their choice;

w learned that Trinity Presbyterian
Church will do reciprocal financial reviews
with us again;

wreviewed plans for the politics and
religion forum on October 30 and town
hall meeting on December 8;

« heard an update on the Personnel
Committee 3 plans for Mark 3 evaluation;

w heard concerns about inadequate
publicity for adult Christian Formation
classes;

wdiscussed plans for the called con-
gregational meeting on November 23.

Bonnie Lind
Clerk pro tem




December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 5

December 7

December 8

December 12

December 13
December 14

December 15

Ann Burr

Remsen Bauer
Sumner Delana
Ed Silvers
Quentin Quickstad
Victoria Thomas
Margaret Michalk
Beth Scherfee

Will Tiedemann
Amelia Tiedemann
Bette Rickbeil
Marilyn Fordham
Mike Larson
Charleen Civiello
Troy Armstrong
Ken Smith

1st Presbyterian
The Church Family

December Birthdays

December 18 Ken Kaae
December 19 Barbara Shinn
Decemeber 20 Edna Culver
December 21 Art Royce

Ken Spriggs
Bonnie Drick
Lindsay Bohl

Max Gilchrist
Anna Gilbertson
Gabriella Daltoso
Owen Thompson
Audrey Thompson
Glenda (Mike) Thomas
Bob Burr

Jorie Yewer
December 31 Sara Gress

December 22

December 24

December 28
December 29

e e e e - B B

Join us for a
Town Hall
Meeting on

December 8

i e e - B B
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ATTENDANCE AND GIVING

Attendance includes all Sunday services and those on special
days in the Church calendar (for example, Ash Wednesday
and Christmas Eve) and services led by First Church at nurs-
ing homes. Giving reflects donations to the ongoing work of
the church, both pledges and undesignated giving. It does not
include special offerings, designated donations (such as contri-
butions for the Sunday-morning flowers), or rent of First
Church facilities.

October 12, 2008

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Attendance - 218

Giving - $4,263

Attendance - 222
Giving - $7,956

October 26, 2008

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Attendance - 228

Giving - $6,725

November 2, 2008

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Attendance - 269

Giving - $15,347

November 9, 2008
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Attendance - 248

October 19, 2008

Giving - $6,599

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

WORSHIP NOTES

The scriptures listed below are those
from the Revised Common Lectionary,
used by mainline Protestant denomina-
tions across the world. They are often
but not always the scriptures read dur-
ing Sunday worship at First Church.
If you are interested in art that is rele-
vant to the particular days in the litur-
gical calendar, check the \Vanderbilt
Divinity Library 3 lectionary website
(http://divinity.library.library.
vanderbilt.edu/lectionary) for examples.
This is the website, produced by the
library of \Vanderbilt Divinity School
at VVanderbilt University, from which
we draw the lists of lessons.

December 7, 2008

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Il Peter 3:8-15a

Mark 1:1-8

December 14, 2008
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:47-55
| Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 21, 2008

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Il Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 89:1-
4,19-26

Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38

December 24 and 25, 2008
Christmas Eve and Day
Nativity of the Lord - Proper |
Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
Nativity of the Lord - Proper II
Isaiah 62:6-12

Psalm 97

Titus 3:4-7

Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20

Nativity of the Lord - Proper
Il

Isaiah 52:7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
John 1:1-14

December 28, 2008

First Sunday after Christ-
mas Day

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Psalm 148

Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:22-40

January 1, 2009

Holy Name of Jesus
(Mary, Mother of God)
Numbers 6:22-27

Psalm 8

Galatians 4:4-7 or Philippi-
ans 2:5-13

Luke 2:15-21

New Year's Day
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8

Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46
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